
FRIDAY UPDATES 

October 19, 2018 

 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE is CANCELLED tonight, Sat 10/20, as many areas are 

having Trunk-or-Treat tonight. Services will resume next Saturday, 10/27. 

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST- This Sunday, the 21st, St. Luke’s will be celebrating 

our patron Saint’s Holy Day. After the announcements and before the Eucharist, Fr. 

Gene will be anointing those who come forward for anointing and Ann Grubisha will 

have prayer with those who wish it. Fr. Gene will also bless any medicine upon request. 

THANKS to all who provided food for Nancy Mollenhauer's reception following her 

memorial service on Thursday. And thank you for all who attended to pay their respects. 

Nancy's family was very appreciative. 

BAZAAR workshop continues today. Items that have arrived are being priced and 

sorted. A few bottles have arrived for the Tombola game, but we need a lot more, folks. 

Please bring them in on Sunday morning when you come to church, or bring them in 

during the week and take to the office. 

RAFFLE TICKETS should have arrived in everyone's mailbox by now. An easy way to 

put your name on your tickets is to use your return address labels. You can bring your 

tickets to church and give them and your check to Hazel, Annie, or Carol. Remember to 

mark your preference of the item you hope to win. There are more tickets, so if you can 

sell them to friends and family, please come get more. Remember, this bazaar is our 

main fund raiser to benefit St. Luke's and aids in our outreach to the community. 

We need everyone to contribute in any way you are able, from crafts to baked goods, to 

the Tombola game, purchasing your tickets, helping on bazaar day, purchasing goods, 

and buying your soup, sandwiches and pie lunch, or buying a quart or two of the soup to 

take home. 

BIBLE STUDY is CANCELLED this Thursday, 10/25, as Fr. Gene has to be in Procter 

for Clergy Day. It will continue next Thursday evening, 11/1, 7pm, in the library. 

THE THIRD STREET SIGN is being worked on, but we have made no progress to date. 

We will continue to pursue all possibilities and hopefully get the sign up and running in 

the near future. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – Drew Marshall, 20th 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION SERIES Sunday, October 21, 2018 Proper 24B ♦ Mark 

10:35-45 …with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized… I ’m from a 

refugee, immigrant background. My mother’s family was chased from China when the 

Communists came. They lost everything. Yet they are glad, because they eventually 

immigrated to the United States, building new lives together.  



A focus on what’s important, patience that God’s goodness will prevail, and joyful 

optimism exemplify how my family has responded to God’s blessing. The outward and 

visible sign of our being blessed by God is our baptism by water and the words that we 

are marked as Christ’s own, baptized in the name of the Trinity. If you reflect on what 

our baptism means, to receive the Holy Spirit and to belong to Jesus, I am amazed that 

we’re not all dancing with unadulterated joy . . . that we’re not all reaching out to draw 

others into this Dance of Life. I am reminded of the Mevlevi Sema from Turkey, 

commonly referred to as Whirling Dervishes, who perform a whirling dance as a 

remembrance of God’s goodness. They whirl, with their right hands raised to receive 

God’s blessings, and their left hands pointed downward, to pass those blessings on to 

the rest of creation. That prayer posture says those who are blessed are meant to bless 

others. The Children of Israel learned that lesson when they received manna from the 

heavens that could not be stored up for another day. God’s blessings are not meant to 

be hoarded, but to be shared as a blessing to others. Jesus came not to be served but 

to serve, and his service was unstintingly given. We humans are often stingy, thinking, 

“How much will I have left?” As church members, even if we were to empty our pockets, 

giving out of our abundance to serve those who have less, it is unlikely that we would be 

without a roof over our heads, food to eat, or clothing to wear. What other losses do we 

fear? Jesus gave himself completely, without measure, unto death upon the cross. Can 

we profess to follow Jesus and do less than prayerfully moving towards emptying our 

pockets to serve the neighbors God has given us to love and care for? God calls us into 

a generosity of spirit that is much more than just being generous with our material 

wealth. When we pour ourselves into relationships with the poor, the sick, the widowed, 

the lonely-- becoming friends and family to those who are not easy friends and have no 

family-- then we are living into our baptismal call to bless others with all of ourselves, all 

of who we are, marked as Christ’s own. Being a blessing is an important element of 

being a steward of the Good News of God in Christ. 

 

PRAYERS – Heavenly Father, we thank you for our blessings; for those who are 

healing and those who have been healed. We ask your blessings on St. Luke's church 

as we seek those members who are willing to serve on the vestry, as convention 

delegates, or on one of the committees. We pray you will guide those who have been 

invited to serve and are discerning and praying for their decisions. God, we ask you to 

bless those who are suffering in mind, body, or spirit, and for those who are 

experiencing loss of homes, businesses, employment, and loved ones as a result of the 

flooding, hurricanes, and fires. We ask these things in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 


