
STEWARDSHIP lesson for the third week is here. Please enjoy the reflection in preparation for 

pledging time in December: Stewardship Reflection Series Sunday, October 14, 2012 Proper 

23B ♦ Mark 10:17-31 ….You lack one thing: go sell what you own, and give the money to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven: then come follow me. Several years ago I had the 

privilege to serve at the Anglican Cathedral in Cape Town, South Africa. While serving on the 

clergy staff, I was mentored by one of my heroes, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. “The Arch” has 

often remarked that the spiritual life is about learning to dance to the tune of the one who makes 

the music (God). Picking up on the Archbishop’s metaphor, I believe that the key that God most 

often composes in is “The Key of G”; “G” because it is within God’s grace and generosity that 

we live, we move and have our being. Accordingly, if we wish to be Disciples of Jesus Christ, 

we are called to live in the key of G. Living in the key of G is what the Rich Young Man is 

invited to do by Jesus. He considers himself a proper and pious Jew who obeyed the law. He 

respectfully asks Jesus what must he do to inherit eternal life. Jesus begins with the recitation of 

the Law in the form of the Ten Commandments. The Rich Man is able to say that he has kept all 

those since his childhood. Then Jesus lovingly perceiving the man, as only he can, focuses on the 

chink in this man’s discipleship – his attachment to his wealth. The man walks away grieving. I t 

is important to say that Jesus was not focused on the man’s wealth per se, but his attachment to 

that wealth. He was unwilling to let go of possessions that are come from God’s generosity and 

are temporal. His wealth was not eternal, nor was it deserved fruits of labor of a self-made man. 

To quote Martin Marty, the highest form of idolatry is the self-made man who worships his 

Creator. A Christian understanding is that all that we have (our life, our freedom, our gifts, our 

talents and whatever measure of wealth we attain) is from the Grace of a Generous God. Thus, 

we are called to respond to God’s love as a gift of grace. This grace requires us to live each day 

in gratitude for God’s grace and with a spirit that calls us to be generous to God and others with 

our time, our talent and our treasure. Our call is to put money and possessions into a right 

relationship with God. That is what is I mean by living in the “Key of G.” 
 


