
FRIDAY UPDATES 

January 4, 2019 

 

ANNUAL MEETING brunch following the January 20, 10:30 service, will be potluck.  Please bring a 

dish to share.  We will open the meeting with a prayer offered by Fr. Gene, then serving will begin.  

The meeting will begin as we are finishing the meal.  We remind you the list of nominations is on the 

bulletin board in the parish hall.  Nominations for all positions will be open from the floor.  All 

candidates on the list have agreed to their nomination and any additional names from the floor that day 

must have agreed to be nominated. 

 

THANK YOU to all those who have been donating items to our member and his sister as they 

transcend into their own apartment and hopefully into a more comfortable and more purposeful 

atmosphere to enjoy their daily lives.  They are both more than appreciative of the love and kindness 

shown to them.  I pray we will be able to continue helping to oversee their needs and be able to lend 

instruction to them wherever it is needed. 

 

REMINDER that all committee reports are due to the office by next week.  We will need time to 

compile the meeting booklet, print, and staple.  The booklets will be available for your perusal when 

you enter the parish hall after the service on the 20th, giving everyone time to read the minutes of last 

year's meeting and noting any corrections needed. 

 

HELP is needed this Sunday following the 10:30 service to remove the greenery, the candle holders, 

and the creche from the church.  These items will need to be returned to the storage room over the 

parish hall.  Much help will be needed, so please plan to stay to accomplish this. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to our seminarian, Paul Bennett, on reaching his halfway point in his journey 

into the priesthood.  His sermon was well delivered and the message was inciteful.  We look forward 

to future visits from Paul, Sara, Andrew, and Elizabeth, and more wonderful sermons from Paul.  

Though it's a bit late, we include a recent letter from Paul at the end of the Updates. 

 

PRAYERS - Heavenly Father we thank you for our many blessings as we end the Advent season and 

welcome the Epiphany. We ask you to take us into the new year with good health, peace, and unity.  

We pray for those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. We pray for those who have recently undergone 

surgical procedures and other medical treatments that they may heal and find comfort. We pray also for 

those preparing for surgeries or treatments that they may find comfort soon as they recuperate. We pray 

for a safe trip for Paul Bennett as he visits the holy land. These things we ask through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  

 

Letter from Paul Bennett to St. Luke's. 

 

Dear Ones, 

I am excited to be writing you on the day that marks my half way point in the seminary process. It is 

hard for me to believe that the fall semester is already over. I am thrilled to let you all know that this 

year has been a much better year so far. Knowing what to expect academically and how to write 

theologically, has made a tremendous difference. So far this year, the classes I am taking have been 

much more creative; systematic theology, homiletics and field education, all allow for my creative 



energies to be utilized. Plus, I have had a lot fewer exams! 

Field education has put me and the family back into parish life which has been life giving. When you 

have lived most of your life in a parish and suddenly you move and are told to go to a different church 

every Sunday, it can be difficult to maintain a rhythm to worship. St. Augustine’s has become a 

welcoming second home to me and my family. St. A’s is not much bigger than St. Luke’s so smaller 

parishes are still part of my comfort zone and I find that it is better for me to make strong connections 

with a few people than superficial connections with hundreds of parishioners.  

The family is doing well. Elizabeth is crawling and trying to walk, she has two teeth and working on 

two more. Andrew has become quite the church mouse always asking if we can go to church today and 

saying the prayers loudly and proudly. Sarah continues her work and Jefferson/Huston Elementary but 

hopes to make a switch for our final year.  

I look forward to being back with you all on the first Sunday after Christmas. I will be preaching at the 

contemporary service and then at both services on Sunday. I am planning different sermons for 

Saturday and Sunday so I hope to see some familiar faces.  

We all thank you for your continued support both financially and in prayer and we look forward to 

seeing you all soon! 

 

         Your brother in Christ, 

          Paul Bennett 

 


