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The Vine 
FROM THE PRIEST 

 
In just a few hours we will begin a new year. I always 
think of a new year as a new beginning. What does a new 
beginning mean? For me it means starting clean; the 
slate has been cleared and a new slate begins. It means I 
can learn from the mistakes I made in the past and hope to 
to do better in the New Year. At times I am excited about 
what the New Year will have in store for me and other 
times I feel perplexed because I know from living this life 
for over seventy years that things will happen in the New 
Year that bring me pain, such as the death of family and 
loved ones, sickness that I cannot cure and pain I cannot 
take away. 

The New Year is also about “starting over.”  There are a lot of people who take 
starting over seriously.  

Gyms and weight loss programs say that January is their “Super bowl” month. 
Many people want the new year to be better than the old one so they decide they 
are going to eat better and exercise to make a “new” them. I recently came 
across a little homily from a publication called the “Bible Illustrator” with the 
New Year itself talking. This is what the New Year says: 

I am the New Year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 

I am your next chance at the art of living. I am your opportunity to practice 

what you have learned about life during the last twelve months. 

All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in me, waiting for you to 

search it out, but with more determination. 

All the good that you tried for, and didn’t achieve, is mine to grant when 

you have fewer conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didn’t dare do, all that you hoped but did not 

will, all the faith that you claimed but did not have-these slumber lightly, 

waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, “Behold, I 
make all things new.” 

The new year is a chance for a better us and a fresh start, both physically and 
spiritually. But just like the gym and weight loss programs, we have to change 
our habits, exercise our spiritual life and most importantly be honest with our-
selves, when we track our progress in the coming months. 

Making a fresh start is hard work. We have to change both our hearts and minds 
and have a determination to succeed.  

Why is a new beginning so important? Because if we are determined it will make 
a new us. A new creature of God. A person more likely to love ourselves as God 
loves us. When that happens we are more likely to love our neighbors as our-
selves and to spread the Gospel. 

 Fr. Gene+ 
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I am writing this in the middle of December, 2018.  It is a time when I am prepar-
ing for the Annual Meeting on January 20.  As I peruse the church directory look-
ing for St. Luke's members that I might approach to ask them to fill vacancies on 
vestry, it is sad that our numbers have dwindled to a precious few.  Compared to 
looking at church directories from past years, it is somewhat disconcerting to be 
reminded of so many who have passed.  In our last picture directory I count four 
members who have passed, all of them active at St. Luke's in one way or another.  
Then, out of curiosity I pull out the 2012 directory.  If I counted correctly, two 
dozen of those listed have passed, then those who have moved away or left the 
church for other reasons number another dozen. 
 
Well, that's life, isn't it?  We've lost a lot, but we've gained a few.  While it doesn't quite balance out, at 
least we are still able to reach out to invite new people to our worship services and fortunately some of 
them choose to stay.  It is indeed wonderful that we have been able to count some of our most recent 
new members among the worker bees of the church.  Some have stepped up to serve on vestry, while 
others have stepped in to help with the community meals and in other assisting capacities. 
 
One year ago we were fortunate to find Fr. Gene Shepard as our supply priest for the last two Sundays 
of December.  This afforded us the opportunity to hold our annual Christmas Eve celebration of mass 
at our 11:00 pm service time.  Fr. Gene was an answer to our prayers.  We must have done something 
right, because Fr. Gene felt God call him to St. Luke's while he was serving that supply call.  Under 
Canon Laws, we were not permitted to hire Fr. Gene on the spot.  We followed the process and 
worked with the Canon for Transition to engage all the proper procedures.  It finally took a bit of 
nudging to get the diocese to move things along, but they succumbed to our insistence and appointed 
Fr. Gene as our permanent supply while they worked out the Letter of Agreement.  Thanks be to God 
we signed the L.O.A. on April 1, 2018, and Fr. Gene became our Priest-in-Charge. 
 
As seems to be the order of things, Fr. Gene hit the ground running, answering calls for visitations, fu-
nerals, burials, and all things demanding priestly duties.  We have been blessed to have Fr. Gene with  
us this past year.  He not only preaches and teaches, he paints church doors, works in the gardens, he 
bought us a new bench for the meditation garden.  He brought back the 8 o'clock service and the week-
ly bible study.  Recently he has offered a Saturday evening contemporary service.  He is a regular at 
the Community Dinner.  He attends two local clergy bible studies each week and travels to the dioce-
san meetings.  Most recently he has been coming to the office every day and has been doing the Sun-
day bulletins.  Our light is shining at St. Luke's and out into the community, thanks in large part to Fr. 
Gene's enthusiasm.  We should all give thanks to the Lord for sending that call down to Gene Shep-
pard that he should serve the people of St. Luke's.  I know I am appreciative.  Thank you God. 
 
On January 20 we will elect two new vestry members, convention delegates, a new Memorial Com-
mittee member, a new Finance Committee Trustee, and appoint the treasurers and vestry clerk.  New 
voices to assist Fr. Gene and make important decisions for St. Luke's will join those continuing to 
serve.  I hope you will thank those leaving office and welcome those who have stepped up to serve. 
 
Blessings to all as we begin a new year, and I wish you all a Happy, Healthy New Year. 
 
Carol   

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
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11 Debbie Brown 

13 John Brown (Sexton) 

17 Henry Benedict 

25 Brian Dempster 

31 Judy McKarnin 

 

JANUARY EVENTS 
 

1 New Year’s Day / The Holy Name 

6 The Epiphany / Food Basket Sunday / 

 HE Rite I—8AM 

 HE Rite II—10:30AM 

 Taking down the Greens (immediately after 
 10:30 service) 

8     Community Dinner 5PM 

13 1st Sunday after the Epiphany/Outreach Sunday 

 HE Rite I—8AM 

 HE Rite II—10:30AM 

        Door to Door Meal Delivery (after 10:30 service) 

20 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany  

 HE Rite I—8AM 

 HE Rite II—10:30AM 

 Annual Meeting with brunch (after 10:30 service) 

27 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 HE Rite I—8AM 

 HE Rite II—10:30AM 

 

 

EVENTS Special Note: 

Thursday Bible Study is suspended begin-

ning in January. Father Gene will revisit 

this topic sometime in early 2019. 

January 20, 2019 

Immediately following 10:30AM 
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2018 GILLIAN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA 

Gillian’s guests were 

again thrilled by her ec-

lectic mix of Christmas 

decorations. She works 

so hard ensuring every 

corner, counter, table top, and virtually every surface is adorned 

with Christmas cheer! As hard as it is to believe, the tasty treats 

she serves are even more festive! Our parish is blessed to have 

someone like Gillian. Her 

gracious hospitality and gre-

garious personality is a 

Christmas treat for all of us. 
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 ECW NEWS 

The ladies of the ECW met at the end of 
November to review the profit from this 
year’s annual bazaar, and to also decide on 
how the proceeds would be used. While the 
profit was very similar to previous years, 
the bazaar was even more difficult to man-
age as only a few people were able to help 
with the majority of the workload this year. 
As a result, the annual bazaar fundraiser is 
being re-evaluated. 

The following organizations were designated as recipients of some of this year’s 
bazaar proceeds: 

Paul Bennett, our Seminarian 

CARE (Compassionate Animal Resources for the Elderly) 

Liberia Project scholarships (Keri Dunn/Pickering Associates) 

Episcopal Relief & Development—East Coast floods and California fires 

In lieu of a Christmas get together, the ladies decided to plan something for Feb-
ruary 2019. 



 

CANDLES AND FLOWERS 
 

The 2019 sign-up sheets  for donating flowers and candles 

are on the ministry table in the fellowship hall. Donating 

flowers/candles is a special way to honor or remember a 

special person in your life.  

More than one person can donate each week. The flowers 

are $25.00 and candles are $10.00.  

Money from flowers, candles, Easter and Christmas me-

morials are the only way the Altar Guild makes the money 

needed to put flowers and candles at the altar each week, 

as well as Easter and Christmas memorials. The Altar 

Guild also provides the sanctuary candles that burn to the 

glory of God to indicate there is consecrated wine and wa-

fers in the Tabernacle. 

Please help us continue this tradition by donating flowers and candles.  

PRIMATIAL STAFF RESTORATION 
   Story from the Diocese of Southern Florida and submitted by Becky Young 
 

The staff that Bishop Curry carries has a legacy from our Diocese. The London-made staff was a gift 

of our predecessor diocese. In his sermon, Bishop Curry detailed the history of the staff, and the pri-

matial staff’s restoration. 

“On December 19, 1961, here in the diocese then known as the Diocese of South Florida, this diocese 

presented Presiding Bishop Arthur Licthenberger a cope and mitre so that he 

would be properly attired, and they gave it to him and to the Episcopal Church 

the primatial staff to be carried y the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 

And since that day this staff, now refurbished, has been carried by Presiding 

Bishops, and we pray will be carried by Presiding Bishops going forward into 

God’s future. 

It has aged a bit, the wood has aged, and my predecessors didn’t take good care 

of it (I’m kidding, I’m kidding) but the wood and the screws where the wood 

went in was beginning to fray, and literally I was in the National Cathedral at 

the consecration of the Bishop Suffragan of the Armed Forces and Federal 

Ministry and walking up the aisle of all places at the National Cathedral, and I 

can feel it coming apart in my hands. And we went to several places to get it 

repaired, and eventually there were some Episcopalians at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 

York City. The “Met” took it an provided ebony wood, just like the original, so thank you Southwest 

Florida, thank you.” 

Note: If you have heard the word “Primate” used in our Prayers of the People during Sunday morn-

ing services, and wasn’t sure of the meaning, according to the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, 

“Primate” is defined as:  “a bishop who has precedence in a province, a group of provinces, or a na-

tion”. 
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SPECIAL SERMON BY OUR 

SEMINARIAN 

On Sunday, December 30, we had the 

pleasure of seeing our Seminarian, Paul 

Bennett, as well as has beautiful family 

(wife Sarah, son Andrew, and daughter 

Elizabeth.) Paul delivered a passion-felt 

sermon on the day’s gospel lesson from 

John. His transition from parishioner to 

priest was very evident in the way he de-

livered his message. It’s truly a blessing to 

witness this transformation. He is making 

St. Luke’s so proud! 

If you have news to share with the Parish, please submit it to the office no later than January 28.  

 Submissions may be emailed to:     teebs84@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT MASS 
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