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The Vine 

NEWS FROM THE PRIEST 

 Well, the weather has not been cooperating 
with us lately. We’ve had ice and snow, and 
we’ve had to reschedule our Annual Meeting for 
February 3. Now the weather experts warn us 
that the Artic Vortex is coming with wind chill 
factors for our area being below 0. But never 
fear, dress warm the next few days because by 
Sunday it is supposed to be in the 50’s.  
February is just around the corner. What’s so 
special about February? For one thing February is the shortest 
month of the year with 28 days this year.  February is also a spe-
cial month with significance about romance. Most of us will forget 
the romantic day of February the 14th until it is upon us and we 
are reminded at the last minute that we haven’t bought our sweet-
hearts anything yet. So at the last minute some of us will go out 
and buy that special someone something that they probably don’t 
want, or we will simply by a Valentine card that says all those spe-
cial things that we wish we had said but didn’t.  
I remember when I was in grade school and everyone would bring 
their valentines, put them in a box and the teacher would pass 
them out. I put a lot of work into getting those valentines ready. I 
wanted each valentine to go to the special person I had picked 
that valentine to go to. Do they still do that at school today?  
The Epistle reading for this Sunday is about love. It is one of the 
readings that a lot of couples select for their wedding. “Love is pa-
tient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude.” We would do well to remember this Epistle whenever we 
have a disagreement with our “sweethearts.”  
We are reminded this Sunday that the deepest expression of love 
is more than candy, roses, and mushy cards. It is remembering 
what Jesus did for us by presenting himself as a living sacrifice for 
our salvation.  
I am reminded that on this valentine day the best card I will re-
ceive will be the knowing that Christ died, not only for me but be-
cause it represents the love Jesus has for the world. The greatest 
love the world has ever seen.  
I asked my wife this evening what she wanted for Valentine Day. 
She said “nothing.” I am going to be brave this year and see if she 
meant what she said. I will let you all know how it turns out. 
HAPPY VALENTINE DAY EVERYONE! 
 
Fr. Gene+ 
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As I sit with my laptop, trying to organize my thoughts to write this monthly article for The 
Vine, I am reflecting over this days news events.  I have always been a news junkie, but some-
times the news broadcast over the past couple years has been overwhelm-
ing and at times has required escaping to a quieter, less stressful atmos-
phere. 
 

I am recalling the song by Anne Murray, Is There Any Good News Today?  
Today, I am happy to say, there was good news.  A little three-year-old lost 
in the woods for three nights was found safe and well only a quarter mile 
away from his grandmother's house.  The government shutdown was end-
ed and the employees will go back to work.  The power of prayer is wit-
nessed in these events.  Thanks be to God. 
 

At 1:00 pm today I watched a Facebook broadcast from an Episcopal Bish-
op in Washington state.  I was alerted to this broadcast by Wendell Mulford.  Bishop Gretch-
en Rehberg was a candidate for the position of priest at St. Luke's back around 2005-06.  
Wendell, Eric Erb, and I had traveled to York, Pa. to hear Gretchen preach and to visit with 
members of her congregation there.  She also made a trip to Marietta and visited St Luke's.  It 
was during a breakfast meeting between Gretchen and me that I learned she had recently lost 
her father.  I shared that I had recently lost my husband as well.  She had many questions 
about my feelings and how I was dealing with my loss.  Her mother was in Washington, still 
on the family farm and Gretchen was concerned about being so far away when her mother 
probably needed her closer.  Gretchen withdrew her candidacy at St. Luke's, explaining that 
after much thought following her visit here she felt she needed to return to the northwest to 
be closer to her family.  God does indeed work in mysterious ways.  Gretchen came to Mariet-
ta thinking she wanted to serve a church in the Midwest.  God apparently had other plans, so 
connected us for a breakfast conversation that revealed to Gretchen she needed to go west.  
Bishop Gretchen's broadcast today was about gun violence as a part of a series titled Episco-
palians Against Gun Violence  She spoke about driving to work past school buses and schools 
and how she prays every time for the safety of the students and the teachers and administra-
tors at the schools.  She prayed for the ending of all gun violence everywhere and for our chil-
dren to no longer have to live in fear when they go to school every  day.  The reading was from 
Psalm1:1-3.  If you can, go to Facebook and search for the title of the series above.  We need 
more good news in our country tomorrow and all the tomorrows to follow.  I hope we will all 
pray with the presenters of this series and hopefully the power of prayer will help us see the 
end of gun violence as a way to express dissatisfaction with anything and everything. 
 

I am happy that St. Luke's is a prayerful place.  We don't just attend church on Sundays, we 
go to church to pray.  Our prayer circles have touched many of our members.  Fr. Gene plans 
to begin a regular weekly healing prayer service during the week.  I hope that many of you 
will take advantage of this service to pray for our members and for all things we need to in-
clude in our prayers.  Maybe we turned a corner today.  Perhaps more good news is on the 
way and St. Luke's will be a part of it all. 
 

Thank you all for continuing to love St. Luke's and to continue your service as we serve God 
in so many ways.  As we begin a new year we look forward to worshiping together and enjoy-
ing fellowship each week.  If you have a desire to join one or more of the many committees, 
please let us know.  All are welcome to join any of the ministries and your help would be most 
welcome. 
 

God's blessings to all and stay healthy and safe.  Peace. 
 
Carol 
 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
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Sunday Worship Attendance:  Outreach 

Jan  6     — 35    Door-to-Door Meals - 42 

Jan 13    — 29     

Jan 20 —  7* 

Jan 27 — 39 
      Crisis Intervention 
      

      Gasoline Cards—5 

Average Jan 2019 —  28   Gas Shutoff—1 

Average Jan 2018 —  36   Food Card—5   

 

*Jan 20 8AM service only; 10:30 service cancelled due to snow 

ST. LUKE’S 
BY THE 
NUMBERS—
JANUARY 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Nina Byer  22 Elizabeth Dempster 

 9 Carol Cisler  25 Dee Crim 

11 Betty Fleming  26 Dennis Boettcher 

14 Becky Young  28 Gant Bleakley 



HEALING PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almost every Sunday, immediately after 

receiving Eucharist, Ann Grubisha waits 

near the Baptismal Font to pray with anyone 

wishing for healing prayer. 
 

Ann says that “after receiving Eucharist is 

the best time to pray for healing.  

There is healing in the Eucharist and also 

on "laying on hands" so together is the best.  You can pray for yourself or 

intercede for another person or situation.  Another family member or friend 

can also join by laying on their hands.  I believe God has given me gifts of 

healing to use in His church. “ 
 

Many of our Parish have prayed with Ann in this way, and have felt the Holy 

Spirit. We appreciate that God has given Ann this gift to share with us. 

AFRICAN TEAM MINISTRIES SALE—FEBRUARY 3 & 10 

On the first two Sundays in February, we will be selling items from African 

Team Ministries. Items will be on sale in 

the Parish Hall before and after church 

services. There will be an honor system 

box. Checks may be made out to “African 

Team Ministries.” 

The proceeds from the handcrafted items 

for African Team Ministries will make it 

possible to provide Drip Irrigation Kits 

for the families in the drought and fam-

ine areas to whom they provided emergency food relief. This will enable 

them to grow food all year round instead of only when it rains. More than 

250,000 people died during this recent drought and famine. 

African Team Ministries has been serving the churches in East Africa for 

more than 20 years. They also resettle displaced people, support orphans, 

provide AIDS education and prevention and literacy training. 
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NEW P.A. SYSTEM IN PARISH HALL 

A new P.A. system was purchased in January. A couple of outside organiza-

tions regularly use it at their meetings. We were informed the system was not 

working, and Ben Windland and David Marshall both tried to fix the prob-

lem. Father Gene called CA House Music and they sent a repair person in to 

check it. The repairman found that the amplifier and the speakers were both 

blown. After further investigation he found the 

source to be caused by a mouse; the varmint chewed 

through the wiring upstairs! 
 

The Friday night AA group uses it every Friday 

night, and they decided they would voluntarily con-

tribute towards the purchase of a new system. 
 

The new system was installed in mid-January. New 

and simple instructions are posted inside the cabi-

net in the Parish Hall.  
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THE GOOD BOOK CLUB—an Epiphany Daily Practice 

Have you heard about The Good Book 

Club? The Episcopal Church invites us to 

explore Christ’s redeeming love by reading 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans each day 

throughout the season of Epiphany 2019. Join with tens of thousands of Episco-

palians to learn about life in the early church and central principles of our Chris-

tian faith. The Good Book Club offers an opportunity to dive deeply into scripture 

and create a daily practice of engagement with God’s Word. It’s easy to join the 

Good Book Club: Just open your Bible and start! To support us in our journey, 

they provide a variety of resources for individuals, small groups, and congrega-

tions. 

What is the Good Book Club? 

The Good Book Club is an invitation to all Episcopalians to join in reading Saint 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans during Epiphany 2019. Episcopalians will start read-

ing Romans on January 7, 2019 and read a section every day (except Sundays) 

through the Epiphany season. In surveys taken before and after the first Good 

Book Club project in 2018 (reading the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts), par-

ticipants reported growth in their understanding of scripture and a deepening of 

their prayer life. Perhaps most significantly, the percentage of people who report-

ed reading the Bible on a daily basis increased to 73 percent at the end of the first 

Good Book Club reading, from 45 percent when it began. 

If you haven’t already begun, it is not too late to start!  

How does it work? 

Forward Movement has divided Romans into 50 daily readings, beginning on 

Monday, January 7, and concluding on Shrove Tuesday, March 5. Each day, par-

ticipants are invited to read, reflect, and pray upon a few verses of Romans.  

The readings for each day of January and February are included in the next page. 

The March readings will be included in the March edition of The Vine. 
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Monday, January 7 Romans 1:1-7   

Tuesday, January 8 Romans 1:8-17 

Wednesday, January 9 Romans 1:18-32 

Thursday, January 10 Romans 2:1-16 

Friday, January 11 Romans 2:17-29 

Saturday, January 12 Romans 3:1-8 

Monday, January 14 Romans 3:9-20 

Tuesday, January 15 Romans 3:21-31 

Wednesday, January 16 Romans 4:1-12 

Thursday, January 17 Romans 4:13-25 

Friday, January 18      Romans 5:1-11 

Saturday, January 19 Romans 5:12-21 

Monday, January 21 Romans 6:1-14 

Tuesday, January 22 Romans 6:15-23 

Wednesday, January 23 Romans 7:1-6 

Thursday, January 24 Romans 7:7-13 

Friday, January 25      Romans 7:14-25 

Saturday, January 26 Romans 8:1-8 

Monday, January 28 Romans 8:9-17 

Tuesday, January 29 Romans 8:18-30 

Wednesday, January 30 Romans 8:31-39 

Thursday, January 31 Romans 9:1-18 

Friday, February 1 Romans 9:19-33 

Saturday, February  Romans 10:1-4 

Monday, February 4 Romans 10:5-13 

Tuesday, February 5 Romans 10:14-21 

Wednesday, February 6 Romans 11:1-10 

Thursday, February 7 Romans 11:11-16 

Friday, February 8 Romans 11:17-24 

Saturday, February 9 Romans 11:25-36 

Monday, February 11 Romans 12:1-2 

Tuesday, February 12 Romans 12:3-8 

Wednesday, February 13 Romans 12:9-13 

Thursday, February 14 Romans 12:14-21 

Friday, February 15 Romans 13:1-7 

Saturday, February 16 Romans 13:8-10 

Monday, February 18 Romans 13:11-14 

Tuesday, February 19 Romans 14:1-6 

Wednesday, February 20 Romans 14:7-12 

Thursday, February 21 Romans 14:13-18 

Friday, February 22 Romans 14:19-23 

Saturday, February 23 Romans 15:1-6 

Monday, February 25      Romans 15:7-13 

Tuesday, February 26 Romans 15:14-21 

Wednesday, February 27 Romans 15:22-29 

Thursday, February 28 Romans 15:30-33 

January 2019 Readings February 2019 Readings 

THE GOOD BOOK CLUB 
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