
 MAY 2019 
  Volume 2, Issue 5 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
320 Second Street 
Marietta OH 45750 

THE STAFF 

Priest-in-Charge  — Rev. Gene                 
                          Sheppard 
 
Sexton—                     John Brown 
   
Secretary—                Tracy Reifer 
 
Co-Treasurer—         Hazel 
                                     Boettcher 
 
Co Treasurer—          Sandia 
                                     Sommer 
 

THE VESTRY 

 Sr. Warden—        Carol Cisler  
                                        (2019) 
 

 Jr. Warden—         Cliff Essig 
         (2019) 
 

 Clerk for the Vestry— Lindsay 
                                             Mullen 
 

 Ben Windland (2020) 
 

 Mary Marshall (2020) 
 

 Becky Young (2021) 
 

 Marybeth Peebles (2021) 
 

 Mark McKarnin (2022) 
 

 Grant Shepherd (2022) 
 

 

 

The Vine 
NEWS FROM THE PRIEST 

 

 I just returned from a Saturday at Proc-

tor which was entitled, “Becoming Beloved 

Community.” It was required for all clergy to 

be there but it was also a day of celebration for 

any in the diocese who wanted to attend and 

learn how to become a beloved community, 

not only by attending workshops but also by 

seeing some examples that have worked in communities both 

within and without our diocese. I have thought a lot about that 

since I returned from Proctor.  

 Becoming a beloved community has to begin with an indi-

vidual or individuals within a community who see a need and 

take steps to make it happen. I see it all the time here at St. 

Luke’s. Long before I came to St. Luke’s someone saw a need to 

feed people within the Marietta area and began the community 

dinner that St. Luke’s provides on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  

 It took a leader to get it started and volunteers to do the 

work of preparing, serving and cleaning up the parish hall after 

the meal. This is not a small task and ministry but there are 

those who continue to make this a viable outreach to our com-

munity. I enjoy seeing the smiling faces of those who come 

through St. Luke’s doors to be fed. Yes, there may be some who 

take it for granted but there are many who don’t.   

 The Episcopal Church defines “Becoming Beloved Com-

munity,” as “A long-term commitment to racial healing, recon-

ciliation and justice,” but I see it as much more within the Mari-

etta area.  

Continued on page 2 
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NEWS FROM THE PRIEST (continued from page 1) 
 

Along with racial healing taking place, I see a healing taking place within diverse cul-

tures by gathering, welcoming and including those who feel as though they are not im-

portant in our community. I see those who are dependent on drugs and alcohol that 

come to St. Luke’s for food or simply kind words that perhaps they have not heard for 

a long time. St. Luke’s and our lay ministers are a reassuring voice that they are loved 

and are important to us as a community because we are not only willing to feed them 

but provide a safe place for them to meet.  

 I was recently asked by a group of church women from Parkersburg to give a talk 

about compassion. To become a beloved community, it takes compassion as well as 

commitment and valuable time to make becoming a beloved community work. I 

thought I knew the definition of compassion until I began preparing for the presenta-

tion. Through the programs of the diocese and my research in preparing for my speak-

ing engagement, compassion has a new definition.  

 What is the definition of compassion for you? For me as a new convert to the 

meaning of compassion it means, “to suffer with another person.” It means more than 

feeling love or being sorry for someone. It means to put a personal element with those 

who need compassion.  

 For me that is frightening. I don’t want to suffer as a drug addict or alcoholic. It 

is much easier for me to have pity or sympathy. Why do I have to suffer in the process? 

I guess because Christ did it for me.  

 For the Christian, compassion means that we see a problem, and are then called 

by God to move on that need and then we go where the problem is. To get our hands 

dirty one person at a time to raise them up to a higher level of life or culture so that 

they can in turn make a difference in someone else’s life. In other words, spreading the 

Gospel. 

 
Fr. Gene+ 
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 MINISTRY TEAMS need help.  If you are new at St. Luke's 

or have been here a while, and you are wondering how to become 

involved with one of our ministry teams, please let us know.  The 

Altar Guild desperately needs help. If are interested, see Judy 

Pfeiffer or Becky Young.  Acolytes are needed:  see Marybeth Pee-

bles.  Greeters:  see Hazel Boettcher.  Readers:  see Marybeth.  

Fellowship (coffee hour and occasional meals):  see Judy Pfeiffer.  Door to Door 

Meals (preparing, plating, packaging, delivering 2nd Sunday each month):  see 

Marybeth.  Can you, will you commit to serve St. Luke's by giving some of your time 

to one of these ministries?  We would welcome your service. 

 E.C.W.:  Episcopal Church Women would love to have more of the ladies of St. 

Luke's join our meetings.  The group is open to all women of St. Luke's.  Our pur-

pose is to raise money to aid in the needs of St. Luke's and to give to the community.  

Currently our meetings are on a Thursday once a month, the exact date determined 

by the number of members able to meet.  Meetings are 10:00 am to noon.  On occa-

sion we bring a sack lunch.  Check the church calendar each month for the planned 

meeting date. 

 THE GARDENS are beginning to shed their spring blossoms.  Some annuals 

will need to be planted in the box next to the Second Street sign.  If you have a green 

thumb and some time you are welcome to help care for the gardens over the sum-

mer months.  We will need to water, weed, and dead head the flowers from time to 

time.  The Memorial Garden was sadly neglected for a few years, but fortunately it 

was pruned, cleaned and restored last spring.  We hope to keep it in good condition 

and inviting and acceptable for the families who come there to pay their respects to 

their family members whose ashes are interred and inurned there. 

 THE FOUNTAIN will be cleaned and turned on soon.  Once that is accom-

plished we will need some annuals planted around the fountain.  If you are thinning 

some of your plants at home and want to donate them to our gardens, feel free to 

bring them and find a spot for them in one of the beds around the church. 

  

Continued on page 4 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
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FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 3) 

 

 THANKS to all who work so diligently and who wear many hats to keep all the 

wheels greased and turning in the right direction at St. Luke's.  We appreciate your dedi-

cation and perseverance to keep our buildings, grounds, and people well cared for.  May 

you all stay strong and healthy and continue serving our Lord by ministering to His peo-

ple.  

 

Your sister in Christ, 

 

Carol   

ECW NEWS 
 

The Ladies of the St. Luke’s ECW will hold their next 

meeting on Thursday, May 16 at 10AM in the Parish 

Hall. We will discuss our next fundraising effort, a Tra-

ditional English Tea which will tentatively be September 

21 or 28. All women of St. Luke’s are sincerely invited to 

join us. It would be great to see some new faces and 

fresh ideas! 

St. Luke's will be once again hold-

ing our Annual Rummage Sale on 

Saturday, August 24. This is an all

-parish event so "All-Hands-On-

Deck" as we collect, organize, 

price and schedule our time to help. Items have been collecting in the designated 

room upstairs in the parish hall and we hope there is LOTS more to come. You may 

bring items into the church any week-day morning from 9 - 12. 

Too big? Too heavy? Need help? Call 740-374-5079 or the church office to make ar-

rangements. 
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MAY ANNIVERSARY 

 17 Grant & Lara Shepherd 

Sunday Worship Attendance:    

Apr   7  — 46                    

Apr 14 — 47    Crisis Intervention 
Apr 21 — 72 

Apr 28 — 48                Gas Shutoff—1 

       Food Card—1 
Average Apr 2019 — 53     

Average Apr 2018 — 45                 

ST. LUKE’S BY THE 

NUMBERS—APRIL 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Marybeth Peebles 

  2 Ann  Grubisha 

  4 Katherine Pekruhn 

  7 Paul Young 

13 Tracy Reifer 

23 Dana Strecker 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 
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PALM SUNDAY 

EASTER SUNDAY 

If you have news to share with the Parish, please email your story and photos to  

The Vine Editor, Tracy Reifer at teebs84@gmail.com 


