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The Vine 
NEWS FROM THE PRIEST 

 

 As I sit down to write this article for the 

Vine, it is the Monday before Pentecost Sun-

day and although I haven’t began writing my 

sermon yet, I have begun thinking about the 

meaning of Pentecost for our church today. As 

I delivered the sermon last Sunday, I briefly 

mentioned the importance of the legacy that 

each of us would leave behind when we leave this earthly life.  

 When Jesus ascended into heaven, He left a legacy for all 

of His apostles and in turn that same legacy was given to us, as 

his followers. He left the Holy Spirit as a guide for us and the 

church, so that we would be comforted through the hard times, 

as we continue Jesus’ ministry in a world that continues to put 

its personal priorities before those of God. It is because of the 

Holy Spirit that we, his followers, are empowered to continue 

to spread the good news of the Gospel. This Sunday we will 

celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, not only for St. Luke’s 

but for all the churches that continue the work of our Savior. 

 I believe that the Holy Spirit is something that will be 

given to each of us, if we only ask. For me, the only time I have 

the courage to ask for the presence of the Holy Spirit, is when I 

recognize my inability to be the priest God has called me to be. 

It is through God’s grace that I continue to move forward in 

my times of doubt. 

 We live in a country today where those who attend 

church are in the minority. The population of our communities 

in the smaller cities of West Virginia and Ohio are declining.  

 

Continued on page 2 
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NEWS FROM THE PRIEST (continued from page 1) 
 

Many of them, like Marietta, are more a tourist destination instead of growing com-

munities. This is a challenge for St. Luke’s. But I believe with the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, St. Luke’s will continue to be a meaningful spiritual presence in Marietta. St. 

Luke’s is the only Episcopal Church in Marietta and that is good for us. Other small 

communities that have two or three Episcopal Churches for people to choose from are 

having more of a struggle to keep their doors open.  

 Jesus has a plan for St. Luke’s. It is a work in progress and the Holy Spirit is at 

work within our church family. Like the apostles, St. Luke’s is charged with spreading 

the Gospel through preaching, loving those who come through our doors and to make 

them feel they are part of our church family. Jesus is counting on us and the good 

news for us is that we are not alone; the Holy Spirit is with us. Over 2000 years ago 

the Holy Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak in different languages so all those 

in attendance would understand the marvelous works of God. Let us this Sunday and 

every Sunday ask the Holy Spirit to help us find the language and the words to say to 

those who God puts in our lives to say what they need to hear to bring them to church; 

if not St. Luke’s, then some other church. Jesus has given us the message, we just need 

to deliver it in a way people, especially the young ones, will understand.  

 We can’t do it on our own but let us never give up and may we continue always 

to pray” Come Holy Spirit, Come.” Remember, Jesus said all we had to do was ask. I 

don’t know about you but I am taking him at his word. COME HOLY SPIRIT COME. 

 

Fr. Gene+ 

ECW NEWS 
 

The Ladies of the St. Luke’s ECW will hold their next meeting on Thurs-

day, June 6 at 10AM in the Parish Hall. We will discuss our next fundrais-

ing effort, a Traditional English Tea in the theme of Downton Abbey, 

which is set for September 21 at 2PM. This will be our major fundraiser 

for 2019, replacing the annual Fall Bazaar. All women of St. Luke’s are 

sincerely invited to join us. We really need all the help we can get. 
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 Are we doing enough?  Have we done enough?  Can we do more 

without feeling discouraged that we can never do enough?  If we've 

done enough, then we have no more to do.  The reality is, we can never 

do enough.  We must set goals throughout our lives.  The trick to 

achieving our goals is to not set our aim too high.  If we make a list of goals it can be 

overwhelming sometimes.  At the vestry Retreat last March we were asked by our fa-

cilitator what our most recent plan had listed.  Our response was to list  the five goals 

we had set out.  She asked if we had achieved all of those five goals.  The answer was 

that we had met three.  The new plan was to set three goals.  I felt a sense of relief at 

that decision.  Wow, only three things on our bucket list for the next year.  Our aim 

was to start our plan in April. 

 March, April, May, 2019.  What have we achieved, what have we implemented in 

this first three months since our retreat and planning?  The answer is:  we have done 

nothing on that list to date.  The reason?  The excuses?  Well, this is where we have to 

do the reality check.  The Lenten season in the church takes a lot of our time.  April 

showers have been more than enough and they dictate any outdoor activities we might 

plan.  One of our plans is to invite people who work in our neighborhood to a cookie 

and lemonade party every Friday at noon in our Meditation Garden.  Cold weather 

and rain have prevented any thought of launching that goal.  Now we are entering the 

unofficial start of summer.  At our last vestry meeting we reviewed our list of goals and 

decided it is time to start working on our goals.  NOW!   

 I have asked for a chairperson to put the lemonade and cookie party in motion. 

She is not to do this alone.  She will be asking for helpers from the congregation to 

bring cookies and to help greet and serve those who respond to our invitation.  If we 

feed them will they come?  We won't know until we try.  There are a lot of people pass-

ing through our walkway from the parking lot to Second Street and back again.  There 

are a few folks who have been seen eating their lunches and reading their books there 

on nice days.  It was suggested we make signs to post along the walkway to advertise 

the Friday noon cookie and lemonade offer.  It is time to begin.  Might we count you as 

a volunteer?  At the end of the summer season will we be able to look back and say:  

GOAL! 

Continued on page 4 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
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FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 3) 

 One of our most simple goals was for the vestry to write a short paragraph stating 

how they came to St. Luke's and why and what they feel St. Luke's has to offer others.  

We were asked to use Facebook and our website to get out our messages, not just with 

that little bio piece, but to constantly put something on Facebook or write for the web-

site and use our tagline, An inviting, supporting community.”  It is not just about St. 

Luke's, it is a way to reach out into the community to let people know we are an open 

church to all and offer a place to worship God on their own terms.  Sad to say, I have yet 

to receive one submission to include for the website.  In the middle of writing this arti-

cle, I paused to pick up the most recent issue of  Connections, (the monthly diocese pub-

lication) which is all about dealing with failure.  Could that have been anymore appro-

priate to help me think through this monthly article about what has been happening and 

what will be happening at St. Luke's? 

 Have we failed?  Are we failing?  Will we fail?  If we don't try we cannot fail.  If we 

fail we will have hopefully learned something.  Did we plan right?  Did we listen to oth-

ers and try their ideas along the way?  To borrow words from the Connections issue:  

“We think if we've succeeded at all, we can't be failures, and if we fail, whatever that 

means, we can't possibly be successful.  But that is so static, so unhelpful, and not even a 

good description of what's really happening.”  I hope everyone will read this May issue 

of Connections. There is a lot of food for thought contained in the articles. 

  There are moments when I get down on myself because I think I am not doing 

enough, that I haven't reached out enough to help those who come to our office asking 

for assistance with fuel, food, or other needs.  Probably the most difficult part of my job 

as the Sr. Warden is to make the decisions as to how we help, who we help, and many 

times have to say, “Sorry, but we do not have the funds to help you.”  I can only say, 

“God bless you and we will pray for you that you will be able to find some assistance.” 

There are a few who come through the door almost demanding help.  For the most part 

they come to us humbly seeking any assistance we might be able to extend.  We some-

times get hugs and a “God bless you people for understanding.”  I get notes in the mail 

now and then from those we have helped or we continue to help.  Those notes are very 

humbling to me and usually bring tears to my eyes.  So, God, I did not fail?   

Continued on page 5 
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Sunday Worship Attendance:    

May  5  — 32                   

May 12 — 44    Crisis Intervention 
May 19 — 42 

May 26 — 35                Gasoline Cards — 4 

       Food Cards       — 4 
Average May 2019 — 38   

Average May 2018 — 36                 

ST. LUKE’S BY THE 

NUMBERS— MAY 

FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 4) 

Well, that's encouraging.  The lesson?:  Keep on keeping on and endeavoring to do the 
things God leads us to.  We shall not fail.  We will continue to live life and spread the 
Good Word.  
 If you have not heard Fr. Gene's sermons and inspiring stories you are missing 
some spiritual experiences delivered from the heart of a very spiritual man who loves 
St. Luke's and the people he ministers to here.  God bless one and all and remember, 
we're open every Sunday all summer.  Stay safe this summer and enjoy your vacations 
and staycations, but stop by often. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Carol 

St. Luke's will be once again hold-

ing our Annual Rummage Sale on 

Saturday, August 24. This is an all-

parish event so "All-Hands-On-

Deck" as we collect, organize, price and schedule our time to help. 

Items have been collecting in the designated room upstairs in the 

parish hall and we hope there is LOTS more to come. You may 

bring items into the church any week-day morning from 9 - 12. Too 

big? Too heavy? Need help? Call 740-374-5079 or the church office 

to make arrangements. 



JUNE ANNIVERSARY 

 24 Tom & Pinkie Tucker 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

2 Betty Knight  23 Mark McKarnin 

3 Jhie Sommer  24 Victoria Kenninger 

7 Jean Bergen  24 Silas Shepherd 

11 Jessica Etter  25 Anne Etter 

13 John Graecen  29 Janet Huggins 

19 Dottie Ramsey 29 Aria Sommer 

19 Grant Shepherd  

20 Shelby Marshall 
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July 14—BishopBreidenthal 

will be visiting St. Luke’s 

More news will be shared in 

the coming weeks. 

Oct 5 & 6—Presiding Bish-

op Michael Curry will be 

speaking to the public in 

Wheeling, WV at the Wes-

Banco Arena. See details in 

the graphic to the right. 
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If you have news to share with the Parish, please email your story and photos to  

The Vine Editor, Tracy Reifer at teebs84@gmail.com 

Pentecost marks the end of the great 50 days of 

Easter and commemorates the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit upon the church, empowering it for 

mission. Be sure to wear red this Sunday, June 9, 

to mark the day.  


