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The Vine 

NEWS FROM THE PRIEST 

 

  

 

 America just celebrated Labor Day. 

Did you do anything special to celebrate La-

bor Day? I didn’t. For me it was just another 

holiday and I used that time to catch up on 

my mowing and some work outside. In other 

words, I labored. 

 By now all of you at St. Luke’s know I 

am a history nerd and the more I learn about the past the 

more I realize some things don’t change. Things change but 

give us enough time, and some things will come back to re-

mind us that we didn’t learn from our mistakes.  

 For the Vine article I decided to look at the history of La-

bor Day. If I needed reminded of why we celebrate Labor Day 

then perhaps you do too.  

 When I googled “Labor Day History” I was reminded 

about some important facts of our American history. The first 

Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 

1882, in New York City. It was planned by the Central Labor 

Union. A year later when it was celebrated for the second time 

the Central Labor Union urged unions in other cities to follow 

the example of New York and celebrate a “workingmen’s holi-

day.” It was originally planned to exhibit the strength and 

“esprit de corps” of the trade and labor unions of each commu-

nity. In 1909 at the American Federation of Labor Convention 

it was adopted that the Sunday preceding Labor Day would be 

known as Labor Day Sunday. The idea caught on nationwide 

and some churches for many years celebrated Labor Day Sun-

day.            Continued on page 2 
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I didn’t know that and I bet most, if not all of you didn’t either.  For us and most other 

churches last Sunday was just another Sunday. 

 Why do I believe it is important for us to look back at Americas’ history about 

Labor Day? I believe we need reminded of the suffering and loss of lives that took 

place in order for the establishment of labor unions so American people could receive 

fair pay, good working conditions and fair treatment when it came to companies tak-

ing advantage of their employees. 

 Don’t misunderstand me, I have been around long enough to see abuses done by 

companies and unions alike. I have worked in union plants. I have been on strike. I 

have sat on railroad tracks to keep trains from coming into plants, just as those miners 

in Kentucky are doing today. I have been a member of good and bad labor unions. 

 I also have worked in non-union plants where the employees were paid well, 

treated well and where it was a joy to work. I have seen some employees take ad-

vantage of good companies by stealing from them in many various ways.  

 As I reminisce about labor unions and businesses realize this is a topic most of 

us don’t like to talk about, especially in church. But the church has a history, both good 

and bad, when it comes to taking a stand against those who take advantage of others. I 

pray that this reminder of why we celebrate Labor Day will help us realize that those 

who came before us wanted a better life for those who came after them. I know I have 

benefited from their willingness to take a stand. 

 

Fr. Gene+ 

NEWS FROM THE PRIEST (continued from page 1) 

Thanks to everyone 

that came out and 

helped with the 

Annual Rummage Sale on Saturday, August 24. It 

was certainly an all-parish event, with many folks 

from the parish popping in and out to help through-

out the process.  Sales were good, but not as strong 

as in previous years. More information will be shared 

in the October Vine. 



3 

 Yes, the news is a little late being published this month.  

Sometimes our lives get so busy that  some things have to wait until 

there is proper time to deal with the issues.  Family issues arise, 

health matters take a priority, commitments with other involve-

ments demand our attention.  So, we get behind.  It will be okay.  

We will get it all handled eventually. 

 Presently, one of the big demands on our time is the Royale 

Tea Party on September 21.  Ticket sales are not looking great.  With this being an im-

portant fund raiser for St. Luke's it is disheartening to see so little interest in support 

toward this undertaking.  We pray  there will be a surge this coming week to the ticket 

sales and donations.  Everyone can help us achieve our goals.  If you cannot attend the 

tea, you can donate the price of a ticket ($20), to St. Luke's ECW. 

 Some of our members are old enough to remember the campaign signs around 

the country during World War II.  There were posters depicting Uncle Sam, dressed in 

red, white, and blue, and pointing at us from the poster inscribed with “Uncle Sam 

Needs You!”  This was not intended to just invite able bodied men to join the armed 

services.  There was need for nurses and workers, air raid wardens, volunteers to help 

make and roll bandages, and many things too numerous to mention or even imagine.  

When we are not directly involved in something it is often difficult to understand the 

importance of the needs.  What am I leading up to you are probably wondering?  ST. 

LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH NEEDS YOU! 

 We need acolytes for Sunday services.  We need Outreach Committee members.  

We need to find a new Sr. Warden and new Vestry members to be elected in January.  

Our aging congregation has servers that are barely able to move about to do the things 

needed to prepare for the services, serve fellowship, serve as greeters, collect and pre-

sent the Sunday morning offerings.  Are you able bodied and eager to help serve St. 

Luke's?  We welcome you to step forward and let us know what you would like to do to 

help.                   Continued on page 4 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
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Sunday Worship Attendance:   Crisis Intervention 

Aug 4  — 25                     Gasoline Cards — 4  

Aug 11 — 41     Medication Assistance —   1 

Aug 18 — 48     

Aug 25 —   34      Door-to-Door Meal Deliveries—40 

 

   Average Aug 2019 — 37   

   Average Aug 2018 — 48*  

ST. LUKE’S BY THE 

NUMBERS—  

AUGUST 

 We must have candidates for vestry in place by the middle of  December.  Vestry 

meetings are one hour or so once each month.  Currently the meetings are held on the 

third Sunday of each month.  That could change with the new vestry.  The Sr. Warden 

position no longer requires a presence in the office every day.  Fr. Gene is willing to stay 

as long as we and the diocese permit and as long as his health allows.  Lisa is content 

with the office management.  There are some of you out there who should consider step-

ping up to fill these positions.  We are praying for you to make yourselves known to us.  

We hope you will pray about this in the next weeks.  Seriously, St. Luke's needs you! 

 

Blessings to all, stay safe and healthy. 

 

Carol 

FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 3) 

HOLY CROSS DAY, Saturday, Setpember 14, is a major feast 

observed on Sept. 14 in honor of Christ's self-offering on the 

cross for our salvation. The collect for Holy Cross Day recalls 

that Christ "was lifted high upon the cross that he might draw 

the whole world unto himself," and prays that "we, who glory in 

the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow 

him" (BCP, p. 192). The themes of Holy Cross Day are powerfully expressed by the 

hymn "Lift high the cross" (Hymn 473).                     Source:  www.episcopalchurch.org 
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The ECW sponsored Royale English Tea is less than 2 weeks away! Ticket sales are 

not what we had 

hoped, and few in 

the parish have 

purchased. We re-

ally need your 

support! Tickets 

are available in 

the church office 

from 9-Noon, M-

F. Please help us 

help St. Luke’s. 

Next meeting is 

Monday, Septem-

ber 16 @ 6:30pm 

in the Parish Hall. 

 

Thanks to every-

one that donated 

to purchase the 

baking ingredi-

ents! 
 

Janelle Patterson, 

staff reporter with 

The Marietta 

Times, joined an 

ECW meeting in 

August and wrote 

a very nice story 

on the history of 

St. Luke’s  ECW 

and also interviewed a few of our members. The article can be read online at: 
http://www.mariettatimes.com/news/local-news/2019/08/women-of-st-lukes-

work-to-serve-the-community/ 

ECW NEWS 

http://www.mariettatimes.com/news/local-news/2019/08/women-of-st-lukes-work-to-serve-the-community/
http://www.mariettatimes.com/news/local-news/2019/08/women-of-st-lukes-work-to-serve-the-community/
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Sep 21—Royale English 

Tea—ECW fundraiser. 

 

Oct 5 & 6—Presiding Bish-

op Michael Curry will be 

speaking to the public in 

Wheeling, WV at the Wes-

Banco Arena. See details in 

the graphic on page XX. 

 

 

 

1  Robert Etter     19 Monica Morgenstern 

2  Pinkie Tucker  24 Bill Briggs 

5 Douglas Bergen  25 CJ Crim 

7  Ann West   28 Christine Higgins 

13 Jake Morgenstern 30 Hannah Gammon 

15 Tom Tucker   

  2  Kurt & Monica Morgenstern 

  5  Jim  & Marybeth Peebles 

18  Paul & Sarah Bennett 

IMPORTANT CALENDAR ADDITIONS! 
 

Saturday and Sunday, September 14th, and 

15th— Parish Kitchen and Hall is closed to foot traf-

fic due to stripping and waxing of the floors.  Please use 

the Peoples Bank side entrance, the Meditation Garden 

side entrance, or the Front door for Sunday worship, or 

other comings and goings.  

 

Saturday, September 28th—the Parish Hall is una-

vailable due to an event sponsored by "Go Pack".  Event 

is scheduled from 8:00 AM until Noon and they will be 

using the Kitchen and the Hall. 



7 



8 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, known for his sermon at the royal wedding of Prince 

Harry and Meghan, is coming to Wheeling to join in celebrating the 200thanniversary 

of the founding of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Curry invites us to join him in The Way of Love. 

As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, we follow the Way of Jesus. His way is 

the Way of Love, and that love has the power to change lives and change the world. How 

will you grow more centered in Jesus and share his loving, liberating, life-giving way in 

the world? 

All proceeds will go to charity. 
 

 Saturday, October 5, 2019 @ 3PM  (Doors open at 2:00pm)        

  Contact 304-233-4470   Tickets: 

  WesBanco Arena     Adults: $.5.00 

  2 14th Street     Children: $1.00  

  Wheeling, WV     

ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WHEELING 200TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WITH SPECIAL GUEST BISHOP 


