
 

 

  

 

 This past Sunday (September 29) the follow-

ing reading from Luke was the Gospel lesson:    

Luke 16:19-31  Jesus said, "There was a rich man 

who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 

feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay 

a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 

who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's 

table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man 

died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The 

rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being 

tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 

by his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, 

`Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good 

things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is com-

forted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and 

us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 

pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 

there to us.' He said, `Then, father, I beg you to send him to my fa-

ther's house-- for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so 

that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham 

replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 

them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not lis-

ten to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even 

if someone rises from the dead.'"                     Continued on page 2 
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 In response to my sermon, I have had some comments and questions. I will do my 

best to address those inquiries in my submission to the Vine this month. 

 As we study the Gospel of Luke, we find that Luke is always concerned about faith-

ful stewardship. Luke believes that when Jesus returns there will be a balancing of the 

equity between those who are poor and those who have much. In other words, those 

who have nothing will feel rich and those who have much will feel slighted. 

 Luke is not talking about heaven here. He is talking about the second coming of 

Christ… the Eschatology. Eschatology is from two Greek words meaning “last” and 

“study.” The study of end things. Luke is talking about the end of the world as we know 

it and the nature of the Kingdom of God. It is God’s desire that those who have, will 

share willingly with those who have little or nothing.  

 The problem with the rich man in the Gospel lesson was not that he was rich, it 

was that he refused to acknowledge the existence of the Lazarus, the poor man.  

 In today’s world we live in a global network of communication and we see the suf-

fering of the world and we become immune to helping others because the suffering in 

the world is so huge that we feel; what can I do that will make a difference? I am just one 

person.  

 That question can be answered in so many ways that even the answer is complicat-

ed. Some answers may be: I can bring in canned goods for distribution to the Congrega-

tional Church to feed the needy; I can come to the community dinners, the first Tuesday 

of each month and sit down and have a meal with those who come to be fed and get to 

know them personally and listen to their stories and see how thankful they are to St. 

Luke’s and the volunteers. Perhaps you can deliver some of the forty meals being dis-

tributed to the community shut-ins and see where they live and see the smiles on their 

faces as you hand them the meal that they have been waiting for.  

 If you notice I have only mentioned the programs that St. Luke’s sponsors in one 

way or another and Carol’s submission to the Vine this month explains this better than 

I. There are many ways we can acknowledge the existence of the needy and be God’s 

hands in helping them feel important to God and not invisible.       Continued on page 3 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRIEST (continued from page 2) 

 The Gospel lesson is not telling us we have to do these things in order to go to 

heaven. Jesus is telling us in this lesson that if we are who we say we are, as a follower 

of His, we will want to do these things to help spread the Gospel of God’s love and 

recognition of all, regardless of who and where we are in today’s society.  

 There is nothing wrong with being rich or in most of our cases middle income. 

But as Christians we are to share with those who are not as fortunate as we are with 

our time, talents and treasures.  

 I believe that the chasm Jesus is speaking of in today’s Gospel lesson is the 

chasm we put between us and God. By not recognizing the need of others; are we re-

fusing to see what we are called to do as Christians? We cross the chasm in today’s 

world by helping others. When Jesus comes it will be to late to change our mind to 

help others, the chasm will be uncrossable then.  

 Those who help create the economic divide by greed and selfishness will not be 

able to right it for themselves in any other life than this one. What is in your heart? 

What are you doing to make a difference? That is between you and God. I believe most 

of us at St. Luke’s can faithfully sing the hymn, “All Is Well with My Soul.” 

 No, we can’t buy our way into heaven. No, we can’t work our way into heaven. It 

is only because God loved us first and we have accepted His grace through baptism 

that we are going to heaven. And through that gift, we will want to be God’s hands and 

feet before we get there. 

 After reading this article I encourage you to have a conversation with me about 

where you may interpret this Gospel lesson differently than myself. I believe through 

conversation we can all grow into more meaningful Christians. 

 
Fr. Gene+ 
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

     Three very important outreach ministries at St. Luke's involve 

providing meals to members in our community.  The first Tuesday 

of each month there is a committee preparing a meal in our kitchen 

to serve a free dinner to those who wish to attend and partake.  

Marybeth Peebles has been chairing this commission for sometime.  

Recently Marybeth has been suffering from a chronic back condi-

tion.  Unfortunately, she is no longer able to handle the physical re-

sponsibilities.  Hazel Boettcher has been working with Marybeth on this program and 

will be able to take over as she has occasionally done in Marybeth's absence.  There is 

a very efficient crew from several sources who prepare and serve these meals every 

month.  This committee will carry on as usual and we hope everyone will attend some 

of these dinners and join in with the folks from town who regularly attend.  We will 

keep Maybeth in our prayers for comfort from her pain and for her surgery date in 

January to get moved closer.  Thanks to Marybeth for her dedication and hard work.  

She not only cooks and serves those folks, she interacts with them and makes them 

feel welcome and cared for.  Thanks, Hazel for stepping in to lead. 

     The second ministry is the Food Pantry Collection the first Sunday of each month.  

This involves our members bringing in food and household items to donate to the lo-

cal food pantry at The First Congregational Church.  For the next ten days the Warren 

IGA store on Colegate and Muskingum Drive is having a “Cheaper by the Dozen” case 

sale.  There are dry packaged foods and canned meals, canned vegetables and fruits 

among the items offered.  This is a great opportunity for those who are able and will-

ing to buy cases of items for families in need.  Please check this out and if possible buy 

and bring a case or more to the food collection Sunday, October 6. 

The third ministry is the Door to Door service the second Sunday of each month.  

James Wright is stepping in to take Marybeth's place in the planning and preparation 

of these meals.  There are several of our members who have been helping with prepar-

ing and boxing these meals.  These volunteers know the ropes, so they will be able to 

           Continued on page 5 
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Sep 1  — 25                     Gasoline Cards — 4  

Sep 8 — 44              Utilities: Electric  —  2 

Sep 15 — 35                                  Water — 1 

Sep 22 —   48      Door-to-Door Meal Deliveries—39 

Sep 29 —   40 
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help James learn his new job and will be of much help to him to continue this successful 

program. We all need to offer James any help he may need.  If you can be of service on 

that day to help package the meals and help with the delivery, please make yourselves 

known to James.  Thank you, James, for stepping in. 

     The expression “It takes a village” applies to our St. Luke's community.  Our church 

community provides many ministries and our volunteers are the worker bees.  Without 

all our worker bees we could not manage all the services required to keep our village go-

ing.  Many, many thanks to all our volunteers who serve these ministries.  Most of you 

serve in many capacities.  It is not unusual for some to serve two or three ministries on 

one Sunday.  Your services do not go unnoticed. 

     Speaking of volunteers:  Our office manager, Lisa, is on temporary leave. Tracy will be 

helping us as much as possible and she will be able to accomplish a lot of the work from 

her home computer. Lisa intends to put in volunteer hours here and there because she 

loves working at St. Luke's and doesn't want to leave. She says this is a way she feels 

called to serve God.  Fr. Gene and I will continue to cover the office as much as possible.  

If things work out for Lisa she should be able to return  in January.   We think this ar-

rangement can work.  We feel it is worth exploring.  Time will tell. 

 

Blessings to all, 

 

Carol 

FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 4) 
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About 100 people attended the ECW 

sponsored Royale English Tea on Sat-

urday, September 21, 2019. The event 

was deemed a huge success! Men and 

women from St. Luke’s, Trinity Epis-

copal Church and Church of the Good 

Shepherd in Parkersburg, as well as 

others in the community enjoyed a fun afternoon and delicious tea and food. The menu 

was as follows: 

Sandwiches:   Cucumber, Egg Salad, Chicken Salad  

Scones filled with Cream and Strawberry Jam 

Desserts:   Madelines, Lemon Tarts, Butter Cookies             Chocolate Covered Strawberries 
 

 Our own English “lady”, Gillian Keeley, entertained the guests with some English 

wit and humor. She portrayed Queen Mary, one of the characters in the new Downton 

Abbey Movie (the theme of the tea.) She even had an accomplice—Father Gene played 

the role of her second-choice butler. Both had the audience in stitches! 

 A big thanks to everyone that donated baked goods, sandwiches and cash to pur-

chase supplies. As well as to those who loaned their teapots, teacups, card tables, and 

helped with the setup and tear down! And last, but not least, thanks to those that pur-

chased and sold tickets. Our event would not have been a success without your support. 

 Early estimates indicate a profit of over $2,000. These funds will be put to get use 

by supporting our local, national and global charities (chosen each December.) A portion 

of ECW profit is also shared with St. Luke’s. Past years examples of purchases to support 

the parish include new kitchen appliances, parish hall air conditioning, and padded fold-

er chairs. Also, gifts for St. Luke’s staff and seminarian are always included when it is 

time to distribute funds. 

 The ECW will meet again soon to discuss the tea and decide if it is something we 

wish to do again in the future. Thank you all again for the support! 
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IN MEMORIAM 

CORINNE WHITAKER MORGENSTERN 

Condolences to the family of Corinne Whitaker Morgenstern, (mother of Kurt Morgen-

stern.) Following is the obituary from the Marietta Times, October 1, 2019: 
 

Corinne Whitaker Morgenstern passed away Wednesday, Aug. 21 at 

the Arbors in Marietta. She was born Aug. 26, 1925 in Manchester, 

England to Charles and Elma Whitaker. 

Corinne graduated from Marietta High School in 1942. She later at-

tended Marietta College and was a member of Sigma Kappa Sorori-

ty. She married Lewis J. Morgenstern in 1949. Corinne worked in 

several jobs. She worked several years at Ewing School as a teacher 

aide, retiring in 1990. She was proceeded in death by her husband 

and sister, Jean W. Hoffert. Corinne is survived by her three sons, 

Steven L. Morgenstern of San Francisco, CA, C. Mitchell Morgenstern of Marietta, and 

Kurt A. (Monica) Morgenstern of Marietta, grandchildren Nicholas Morgenstern, Daniel 

Benjamin Morgenstern, Jacob K. Morgenstern, and Cecilia I. Morgenstern. In addition 

she is survived by sister Julie W. (Larry) Snyder and several nieces and nephews. Funer-

al service will be held on Saturday, October 19 at 1PM at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 
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