
 

 

  

 

  

This Sunday is The Feast of All Saints Day. A day 

the church sets aside to remember those who have 

died, not only in our church, but also those we re-

member with fond thoughts who have touched our 

lives in various ways. Who do you think of when 

you think of a saint? 

 In the Episcopal Church we hear many times about the 

“communion of saints.” What does it mean to you when you hear 

that statement? For me it means all those wonderful people I have 

attended church with for whom I have had the privilege to officiate 

at their memorial service or funeral. Whenever I am the priest at a 

service, I can look at the congregation and see those people sitting 

where they usually sat when they were alive. Sometimes when I 

administer the “Body of Christ” to those who come forward for 

communion, I can still see their hands stretched out with their un-

forgettable smiles. Not only at St. Luke’s, but at all the churches I 

had the honor to serve. 

 This Sunday as you come forward for communion, I ask that 

you remember all those you shared communion with in the years 

past. It is easy for us to forget those saints who touched our lives in 

many ways. Think about your parents or grandparents; a Sunday 

School teacher; a teacher you had in school or perhaps a coach that 

inspired you to not quit when you thought you were not good 

enough. 

 Do saints have to be dead in order to be a saint? I don’t be-

lieve so. I believe a saint is a follower of Jesus. That’s all. I remem-

ber the first time I was called a saint and I took offense because I 
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didn’t realize at the time what a saint is and was. I am sure when you think of saints at 

St. Luke’s some of them are alive. If that is so, I encourage you to tell them before the 

time has passed and it is too late to tell them. Whenever I call someone a saint they usu-

ally smile and say “I don’t think so,” but that doesn’t mean they’re not. 

 I gain strength knowing that those saints who are in heaven are now praying for 

us. If they are praying for us how can we fail? Yes, we will have times when we make bad 

decisions and realize we disappointed God. But through the saints and God’s grace we 

are made whole once again. Once we are made whole, we can then rededicate our lives 

to heal the rifts within our communities and those who we come into contact with on a 

regular basis.  

 It is through the grace of God that we have saints at St. Luke’s who take it upon 

themselves to feed the hungry at our community dinners and literally be the presence of 

Christ in a needy world. This is what it means to be a saint. If you don’t think you’re a 

saint, deliver the meals to the shut-ins provided by St. Luke’s the second Sunday of each 

month. Ask those who are waiting for you to come with a meal and I know what they will 

say, “yes they’re saints.” 

 A saint is someone who lives in a way that reflects God’s love and who cares for 

those in need. A saint is someone who makes you want to come back to St. Luke’s when 

you feel you aren’t good enough. Whenever you come forward for communion remem-

ber, “you are a saint.” 

Fr. Gene+ 

A WORD FROM OUR PRIEST (continued from page 1) 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee thanks 

for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the 

labors of those who harvest them.  

An Episcopal blessing (from the collect 

for Thanksgiving):  
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN  

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP TIME -  It appears we do not currently 

have a stewardship committee to present a campaign.  I will just put a 

reminder into this newsletter that everyone needs to review and pray 

about their giving intentions for the coming year.  I will be asking the 

treasurers and Tracy, as our acting office manager, to prepare the 

pledge cards.  We will announce when those cards will need to be received.  While our 

finances are currently in good shape, we will need to make some adjustments in our 

budget for next year.  Our parking lot has lost a lot of customers and therefore that 

projected income has fallen far short in the budget.  Attendance is down, which reduc-

es income. 

 Remember, the treasurers need to prepare a budget for the coming year that will 

hopefully cover the accounts payable, (utilities, office supplies) the staff salaries, and 

miscellaneous and incidental expenses. Your intentional proportional giving pledge 

aids greatly in being able to plan the budget. Non-committed weekly, monthly or occa-

sional plate offerings certainly play into paying our bills as well, but it is also a big 

guessing game to project the amount of income to expect from that source. It is under-

standable that not everyone can tithe, but planning an amount to set aside each week 

or month toward supporting our church should be a part of our  yearly budgets. We 

pray for your discernment on this extremely important commitment. Pledge cards will 

be sent to you soon. Please make them a priority.  

 Vestry nominations are still not complete.  The Sr. Warden position is still open.  

We do have one commitment for vestry.  Two people are discerning.  Two convention 

delegates are needed to replace those with expiring terms.  Delegates are permitted to 

be nominated once again.  Two alternate delegates are needed and also are eligible for 

nomination again, if interested.  One opening for the In Memorium Committee for a 

three-year term.  There is one opening on the Finance Committee for a three-year term 

and this is also a position permitted to continue to serve if interested.  The final ballot 

must be completed and posted by December 15, one month prior to the Annual  

Meeting.  I fail to understand the lack of interest in serving on vestry.  It should be 

considered an honor to make the decisions in the interest of the church membership 

            Continued on page 4 
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and for the future existence of the church.  I am praying for some positivity in this re-

gard very soon.  I know many are serving in many capacities, but one hour a month for 

a vestry meeting is doable. 

    I want to remind everyone that the Sr. Warden position is elected for one year at a 

time, eligible for three consecutive years.  The Sr. Warden is NOT required to be in the 

office every day, but is expected to be in contact with the priest  weekly and to be the 

liaison between the vestry and the congregation, as well as assist the priest in conduct-

ing the monthly meetings.  In the absence of the Sr. Warden, the Jr. Warden is in 

charge, then any member of the vestry appointed by the vestry members.  Are we 

down to this scenario?  Is there a future for St. Luke's?  I pray so. 

     St. Luke's will no longer be issuing fuel and food cards, but we do expect to contin-

ue assisting with utility bills, rent, prescriptions, bus fares, etc. for the time being.  

Eventually, we may coordinate our funds through Community Action.  Other churches 

are finding this a necessary practice as well.  We will continue to collect the monthly 

food and household donations, but we will be delivering these donations to Gospel 

Mission Ministries on the West Side henceforth. 

Remember to vote and I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving.  God's blessings to all. 

 

Carol 

FROM THE SR. WARDEN (continued from page 4)  

 

 

The ladies of the  ECW met on Thursday, October 24 

at The House of Wines in Devola. The evening started 

with a brief review of the Royale English  Tea fund-

raiser held in September. Financial details were provided by Becky Young, the ECW 

treasurer. Results showed it was a successful fundraiser with a profit of $2,641.30 

and it was decided that we will host it again in 2020. The ladies then enjoyed dinner 

and social time together. The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 21 at 

10AM in the parish hall. 

ECW NEWS  



Sunday Worship Attendance:   Crisis Intervention 

Oct 6  — 40                     Gasoline Cards —  8 

Oct 13 — 41                Utilities: Electric —  1 

Oct 20 — 45                               Rent       — 1 

Oct 27 —    43     Door-to-Door Meal Deliveries— 40 

 Average Oct 2019 —  42 

 Average Oct 2018 —  49 (included 2 Saturday 

                                           contemporary services)

ST. LUKE’S BY 

THE NUMBERS—  

OCTOBER 
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  1 Paul Bennett  20 Nancy White 

  2 Nancy Ullman  23 Paula Oates 

16  Marian Kurner  24 Judah Shepherd 

16 Lindsay Windland 28 Abby McKenzie 

 23 Paul & Becky Young 

 24 Mark & Judy McKarnin 

 

 

 

Mark & Judy McKarnin are snowbirds! October 27 was their last Sunday at St. Luke’s 

until May. They are going to their Florida home the 1st of November. Following is their 

Florida contact information:  

 Mark & Judy McKarnin   Mark’s Cell  740-629-1816 

 4310 SE Scotland Cay Way   Judy’s Cell  740-336-0625 

 Stuart, FL 34997 

 

Father Gene will be traveling to the Holy Land and out of the office from November 29 

through December 17. Reverend Neil Cadle will be filling in on Sundays. If you have a 

need for pastoral care during this time, contact the church office or the Senior Warden. 

 

Chuck Kurner is back home and recovering from yet another surgery. Please continue 

to keep Chuck and Marian in your prayers. 

PARISH NEWS  
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 You’ve probably heard of All Saints' Day, and you know about Halloween, of 

course. But what about All Souls' Day, and All Hallows’ Eve, and All Faithful Departed? 

What’s the difference? 

 Well, November 1 is All Saints' Day, one of the principal feasts of the Episcopal 

Church, when the church remembers the saints, known and unknown.  It is also one of 

the four holy days denoted as especially appropriate for baptisms. (The others are the 

First Sunday after Epiphany, the  Easter Vigil, and Pentecost.) 

 The origins of All Saints' Day aren’t completely clear. A feast for all martyrs was 

observed as early as the fourth century on May 13. And Pope Gregory III dedicated a 

chapel in Rome to all saints on November 1,  while Pope Gregory IV officially declared 

its general observance in 837. 

 In medieval England this feast was known as All Hallows (hallow was an old 

English term for saint), and the day before was All Hallows' Eve, or Halloween. It is be-

lieved that the traditions we associate with Halloween originate with Celtic harvest fes-

tivals, in particular the festival of Samhain, which celebrated the harvest and when the 

dead were said to return to their homes because the veil between the physical and spir-

itual worlds was thought to be thinnest at that time. Bonfires were lit to frighten away 

evil spirits. 

 There is an Episcopal service for All Hallows' Eve that includes prayers and read-

ings such as "The Witch of Endor," which it may surprise you to learn is a story from 

the Bible (1 Samuel 28: 3-25), not Tolkien.  

 November 2 is the commemoration of All Faithful Departed, sometimes called 

All Souls' Day. It is a day when faithful Christians who have died are remembered. 

 While in the New Testament “saints” refers to the entire Christian community, it 

has come to mean people of “heroic sanctity” whose holy deeds are remembered by 

Christians. Beginning in the tenth century, the church began to remember all departed 

Christians on November 2. Many remember their loved ones who have died on this 

day. 

 Together these three days are sometimes called Allhallowtide. 

Credit: Trinity Church Wall Street blog https://www.trinitywallstreet.org/blogs/episcopal-explained/all-saints-all-souls-

ALL SAINTS, ALL SOULS, AND THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
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http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=376128627
https://www.trinitywallstreet.org/blogs/episcopal-explained/all-saints-all-souls-and-faithful-departed

