
 

 

  

 

 One of the favorite images of Christmas is 

that of the wise men travelling by camel through a 

star lit night. One star dominates the sky as they ar-

rive on the crest of the hill overlooking Bethlehem. 

The journey is almost over. It’s been a long trip from a country far 

away in the east. The wisemen look down from the star in the sky 

to the building lying below its light. This is where they will find the 

new born king of the Jews that they had read about in the Scrip-

tures.  

 I’m sure most of you are aware of the fact that these wisemen 

don't really belong in the manger scene. As I spent my first Christ-

mas at St. Luke’s I was impressed that St. Luke’s left the wise men 

in the narthex until after the New Year. There are a number of indi-

cations that suggest that they arrived quite some time after Jesus’ 

birth in a stable. Jesus is no longer referred to as a baby and the 

wisemen found the family in a house. From my studies in seminary 

I believe Jesus was probably between the age of 2-3 years old be-

cause Herod ordered the slaughter of all boys under 2.  

 I'm glad that the story of the wisemen is told apart from actu-

al celebration of Christmas when we focus on Jesus’ birth. The arri-

val of the wisemen has been traditionally part of Epiphany which is 

celebrated on January 6th, the 12th day of Christmas. There are a 

lot of things that we don’t know about these wisemen  

 One of the facts that Matthew does give us is that the wise-

men came with special gifts for the new born king. The gospel writ-

er tells us, "They went into the house, and when they saw the child 

with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They 

brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and pre-

sented them to him."         Continued on page 2 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRIEST (continued from page 1) 

 As we celebrate the gift of Christ at our weekly worship services, we bring our 

individual gifts as we worship. Our praise, our music and singing, the words of our lit-

urgy, our bowing and kneeling, the words we offer in prayer, the church building, the 

money we drop in the offering plate, just to name a few of the gifts we may offer.  

 A little over a week ago we celebrated the beginning of a new year. As the old 

year ends and a new year begins many people reassess where life is taking them and 

they make a new year’s resolution or a promise to themselves that things will be dif-

ferent in the coming year. This may take the form of looking for a new job, seeking to 

improve relationships, determining to take a new direction both personally and spirit-

ually.  

 This is the first Sunday after the Epiphany and having heard about the gifts of 

the wisemen, I think this would be a good time for all of us to take another look at our 

response to the God who was born just for us. May we meditate on how often we 

spend time with God in worship, in prayer and in reading his Word? How regularly 

have we given of ourselves and our time to someone who needs love and compassion? 

How have we shown that Jesus rules in our lives by letting him make a difference 

when we are confused or lonely or devastated by what life throws at us?  

 The wisemen went home by another road, we too can walk a different road this 

year, a road where we can make the king of kings the living, active center of every-

thing we are and do. The challenge in front of each of us is to make each breathing 

moment a gift worth giving to Christ. I know that will not be easy but it is something 

we should strive for in the coming year. 

 God gave himself to us because he loves us. May his love be reflected in our lives 

as we worship him and do our best to put God first in our lives. 

 

Fr. Gene+ 



3 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN  

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!  As we prepare to enter upon a brand new 

year we always wish for everyone to have a happy new year.  We offer 

that greeting sincerely, but knowing there will most likely not be three 

hundred sixty-six days of happiness in 2020.  However, we hope the 

good days out number the bad or less happy days.  Count your bless-

ings, make the most of what you have, and look for ways to make it a 

happy year no matter what gets in your way. 

 Tracy and I will be preparing the booklet for the Annual Meeting after the first of 

the year.  We will need reports from all the committees.  The committee chairs prepare 

reports to inform the members of St. Luke's about the workings of the various minis-

tries. Some reports are long, some are short, and some have financial figures included.  I 

always hope that everyone reads those reports after the Annual Meeting.  It is important 

to know how your church has been working as we serve God through those many minis-

tries.  I think we can be proud of the services we perform both within and without.  

There are a lot of hard working people at St. Luke's and we appreciate each and every 

one of them.  We cannot say “thank you” often enough. 

 We will begin the new year with a new Sr. Warden and two new vestry members.  

Soon we hope there will be a new office manager to man the office everyday and relieve 

Tracy of holding down the fort.  It will be up to Tracy to train a new office manager, so 

once we have the Annual Meeting out of the way, hopefully Fr. Gene and Tracy will find 

time to interview and hire the new person and Tracy will have time to train.  The new 

Sr. Warden will require some orientation for a while as well.  I have promised to be 

available to assist him if needed.  Tracy knows enough about our workings to direct the 

operations. 

 Tracy does a marvelous, efficient job in the office two days a week and she offers 

those services as a part of her giving to St. Luke's.  That being said, she is also busy with 

many other happenings in her life.  We cannot continue to expect Tracy to be in the of-

fice every week, so new plans need to be put in order soon.  We know Fr. Gene, James, 

and Tracy will work to get us the new office manager soon. 

                      Continued on page 4 
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 It has been my privilege to serve St. Luke's twice as the Sr. Warden.  Both of 

those tenures required me to lead the vestry through the search process to replace 

our priests.  We were indeed fortunate both times to find compassionate, spiritual, 

dedicated teachers to lead our congregation.  Search processes  are not quick and 

easy.  They normally require a year and a half to two years to secure the replacement.  

With both Fr. David Ruppe and Fr. Gene Sheppard, God led them to us as we went in 

search.  In the case of Fr. David, he owned property nearby that required him to stay 

in the area until he could sell it.  That scenario helped us to convince him to accept 

the call to St. Luke's while he was anchored here. When his property sold, Fr. David 

chose to begin a new adventure in another location.   

 Both Fr. David and Fr. Gene came to us as supply priests.  As we were in the 

search process following Fr. David's departure we were hearing very little encourag-

ing news from the diocese.  Thanks be to God, Fr. Gene felt the call to St. Luke's 

while he was supplying for us. We were able to guide Fr. Gene toward the proper pro-

cess and he put his plan into motion to become known to our diocese.  Within one 

year of Fr. David's departure we were able to call Fr. Gene to St. Luke's.  The Lord 

willing, Fr. Gene will be able to remain at St. Luke's until he is forced to retire.  When 

that happens maybe he will stay on as a supply priest.  We never know what God has 

in store.  My thanks to both Fr. David and Fr. Gene for making my job easier by say-

ing yes to our call and Thanks be to God. 

 God's blessings to you all throughout the coming year.  Signing off with my fi-

nal article as your Sr. Warden.  Thank you all for your support these past three years.  

Love you all and I love St. Luke's. 
  

Carol 
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ST. LUKE’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA AT GILLIAN ’S 

This year again, Gillian hosted the annual Christmas tea at her home in Reno. 

Even though many had been under the weather leading up to the event, there 

was still a good turnout. The food was as delicious as always, and you were guar-

anteed the best cup of tea in the Mid-Ohio Valley! Thanks to Gillian for her hos-

pitality and humor as well. 
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13  Debbie Brown 

13  John Brown (Sexton) 

17  Hank Benedict 

25  Brian Dempster 

31 Judy McKarnin 

Sunday Worship Attendance:   Crisis Intervention 

Dec 1  —  46           

Dec 8 —  29              Utilities: Electric  —  1 

Dec 15 —  40   Door-to-Door Meal Deliveries — 39                       

Dec 22 —    35 

Dec 24 —  39  

Dec 29 —  50 

   Average Dec 2019 — 40 

   Average Dec 2018 — 51 

    

ST. LUKE’S BY 

THE NUMBERS—  

DECEMBER 

January 19, 2020 

Immediately following 10:30AM 

service. Brunch will be served! 

During the 10:30 AM service on January 12,  Father Gene will bless chalk that everyone 
can take home to chalk the doors of their homes. Once blessed, the chalk will be placed on 
the table in the parish hall along with instructions. He will also “Chalk the door” of the 
parish hall after that service. Everyone is welcome to watch. 

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and physically mark the occasion of the Epiphany 

and God’s blessing of our lives and home. With time the chalk will fade. As it does we let 

the meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our hearts and be manifest in 

our words and actions. 

The letters, C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of 
the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words 
Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless this house.” The + signs represent the 
cross and 2020 is the year. 

EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING WITH CHALK   20 + C + M + B + 20  
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
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Our Seminarian, Paul Bennett delivered the sermon on Sunday, December 29. 

Everyone was delighted to see Paul, Sarah, Andrew and Elizabeth. Paul just 

finished General Ordination Exams this week.  His next step is one more se-

mester of seminary, and then on to our diocese to be ordained a deacon. Please 

continue to keep Paul and his family in your prayers. 

UPDATE ON OUR SEMINARIAN  
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