
 

 

  

 

  

 It is Monday, March 9 and I am sitting in my 

office at St. Luke’s and I’m in a joyful mood. I am 

feeling the best I have felt since returning from Israel 

and we had a wonderful worship service yesterday. 

Two young boys were baptized and I got to spend time with a family 

I have loved for years.  

 Last week was a hectic week and I was reminded of how 

quickly things can change in our lives. With the blink of an eye we 

can have an accident or be told by our doctor that we have a dread-

ed sickness and our lives may never be the same. 

I am also working and meditating on my sermon for Sunday. The 

Gospel lesson for this Sunday is about the Samaritan woman Jesus 

meets at the well. I am thinking about how Jesus not only changed 

her life after she met him but how Jesus has changed our lives after 

we have experienced the living God. 

 I did some research on the Samaritan woman Jesus met at the 

well. It is believed that after she met Jesus, she became a follower of 

Jesus and actually became an Apostle. When she became a Chris-

tian her name was changed to Photoini. Some scholars have called 

her the “first woman evangelist.” She spent at least three years in 

prison and while there converted many to Christianity. If you would 

like to know more about her simply google St. Photoini to get her 

full history. 

 St. Photoini had a past that was probably scarred from deci-

sions she had made before she was a Christian. We all have lives 

that have scars that we don’t want anyone to see but the wonderful 

thing is that Jesus doesn’t care as much about our past as he does 

about the future.                                                    Continued on page 2 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRIEST (continued from page 1) 

When we accept Jesus as our savior the scars may still be there but they don’t hurt 

any longer, because Jesus has healed them, and that gives us the courage to look to 

the future and fulfill the ministries God may call us to.   

 My sermon for this Sunday is going to be about how, after we experience Jesus, 

we no longer see ourselves as outside the Kingdom of God. I believe the Samaritan 

woman was looking for Jesus before the incident at the well, she just didn’t realize Je-

sus was what she was looking for. 

 I spoke last Sunday that when God is calling us to have a deeper relationship 

with him, we look everywhere, except toward God, and often we don’t want a deeper 

relationship with God because we are afraid that God may call us to a ministry we 

would rather not do.  

 Most priests didn’t want to be a priest. Most senior and junior wardens don’t 

want that added responsibility in a church they love, with people they care for. Most 

vestry members don’t want to be on vestry and make decisions that can change the 

way the church will look because most people are not comfortable with change. Why 

then would people be willing to fill these important positions. Because God has 

called them.  

Fr. Gene+ 

Sunday Worship Attendance:   Crisis Intervention 

Feb 2   —  41           

Feb 9   —  48              Utilities: Gas  —  1 

Feb 16 —  35                             

Feb 23 —    38      Door-to-Door Meal Deliveries — 39     

Feb 26 —    26   

   Average Feb 2020 — 38 

   Average Feb 2019 — 43 

    

ST. LUKE’S BY 

THE NUMBERS—  

FEBRUARY 
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN  

 Hardly a moment goes by now, without some new notice of a closing or 

suspension of activity in response to the threat from the coronavirus pandemic. 

Public schools, universities and colleges, large entertainment venues, museums, 

even Major League Baseball, the NHL, and the NBA have halted their games at-

tempting to slow the spread of the virus.  

 Father Gene, the Vestry, and the Wardens have decided that, for now, we 

at St. Luke’s will remain open. This is also the wish of our bishop. This is a decision reached prayerful-

ly and calmly, and not complacently. That said, precautions will be observed.  

We are encouraged to NOT shake hands at the passing of the peace. Bowing, elbow bumping, etc. are 

to be substituted. Hand sanitizer will be available in the front pews before we go to receive the Eucha-

rist. Father Gene will announce any other changes.  

 It is well understood that our attendance will be reduced during this time. Anyone with a com-

promised immune system SHOULD remain at home. Likewise, of course, anyone who is ill. Parishion-

ers are encouraged to use caution and their best judgement in deciding to attend church or any other 

activity.  

 If you should stay home, if possible, find one of the online Episcopal celebrations and take part 

that way. Everyone should have a Book of Common Prayer. If you need help procuring one, call the of-

fice and we will help. The Vestry, at its meeting on March 15, will discuss contingencies for maintain-

ing our parish connections when some members must be absent.  

 Finally, we will be making a slight change in our prayer list. Heretofore, prayer requests were 

not continued from Sunday to Sunday. With our new Parish Administrator, we will maintain a month-

ly prayer list. Now, anyone making a prayer request need only to write it at the beginning of the month 

or call or e mail the office. Your prayer requests will be maintained for the entire month. Each month 

we will start with a blank list. This way your requests will be part of the congregational prayers for the 

entire month, even if you must be absent from church. Please, also, let us know when those prayers are 

fulfilled, so we can offer thanks.  

 Finally, I wish you a fulfilling Lent. May we all gain wisdom and insight as we continue our 

journey. Please pray for Father Gene, the Vestry and your wardens in your personal prayers. 

 

James 
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1 John Burdette 

2 Jim Peebles 

11 Jeff Danner 

16 Pat Dyar 

30 Peter Gammon 

2020 SHROVE TUESDAY  

 

12 Charles & Marian 

Kurner 

21 Johnny & Nina 

Byer 

 



7 


