
On June 7th Rev. Paul Bennett will lead us in Morning Prayer! Unfortunately you can not attend 

in person but please be sure to attend online via the Church Facebook page for this great 

opportunity! 

 

The virtual coffee hour will not be ready in time for this Sunday. This is being worked on and 

will hopefully be ready soon. 

 

Morning Prayer will be on the church Facebook page at 10:30am. 
 

Daily Morning Prayer: 
Rite Two 

Easter Season, including Ascension Day  
and the Day of Pentecost 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in  
it.    Psalm 118:24 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that  
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Colossians 3:1  

You shall receive power when the Holy Ghost has come upon  
you; and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all  
Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.    Acts 1::8 

At any Time  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord  
Jesus Christ.    Philippians 1:2 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me,  
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.  
Psalm 43:3 



The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers  
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for such the  
Father seeks to worship him.    John 4:23 

The following Confession of Sin may then be said; or the Office may  
continue at once with "Lord, open our lips." 

Confession of Sin 

The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Except in Lent, add    Alleluia.  

Then follows one of the Invitatory Psalms, Venite or Jubilate. 

One of the following Antiphons may be sung or said with the Invitatory  
Psalm 

On the Day of Pentecost 

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the earth: 
Come let us adore him. Al 

 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  



The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

 

Then follows 

The Psalm Appointed  

The Response 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

Benedic, anima mea 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 

in wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 

with its living things too many to number, * 

creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 

and there is that Leviathan, * 

which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 

to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 



30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 

you take away their breath, 

and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 

and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 

may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 

he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 

I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 

I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 

Hallelujah! 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
The Lessons 

A Reading from Acts 2:1-21 

A citation giving chapter and verse may be added. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together 

in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 

rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 



Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 

in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each 

of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 

and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about 

God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, 

"They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 

to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what 

was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams.  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

and they shall prophesy.  

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood, 

before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  



Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.' " 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 
 

The Word of 
the Lord. 

People Thanks be to 
God. 

Or the Reader may say    Here ends the Lesson (Reading).  

Silence may be kept after each Reading. One of the following Canticles,  
or one of those on pages 47-52 (Canticles 1-7), is sung or said after  
each Reading. If three Lessons are used, the Lesson from the Gospel is  
read after the second Canticle. 

9    The First Song of Isaiah    Ecce, Deus  
         Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  
    and he will be my Savior.  
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  
    from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, *  
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *  
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  
    and this is known in all the world.  
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *  
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

https://www.bcponline.org/DailyOffice/mp1.html#canticles


A Reading from 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there 

are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but 

it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith 

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 

another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 

Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- 

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit. 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 
 

The Word of 
the Lord. 

People Thanks be to 
God. 

Or the Reader may say    Here ends the Lesson (Reading).  

10    The Second Song of Isaiah        Quaerite Dominum  
          Isaiah 55:6-11  

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *  
    call upon him when he draws near.  
Let the wicked forsake their ways *  



    and the evil ones their thoughts;  
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *  
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *  
    so are my ways higher than your ways,  
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *  
    and return not again, but water the earth,  
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *  
    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *  
    it will not return to me empty;  
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Gospel 

John 7:37-39 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was 

standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 

and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 

‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now 

he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; 

for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

The Gospel of the Lord 

Sermon: Rev Gene Sheppard+ 

The Apostles' Creed 



Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

 
The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  



Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then follows the Suffrage 

        A  

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 

The Collect of the Day  

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to 

every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed 

abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, 



that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays  

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen.  

A Collect for the Renewal of Life  

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the  
night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive  
far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your  
law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having  
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,  
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
A Collect for Peace  

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend  
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that  
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

A Collect for Grace  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have  
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your  
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome  



by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of  
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
A Collect for Guidance  

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole  
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:  
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before  
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their  
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;  
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  



And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

From Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost "Alleluia, alleluia" may  
be added to the preceding versicle and response.  

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14  



 

 
 

Today is the day of Pentecost. It is one of the three great holy days of 

the Christian year. Along with Christmas and Easter, today, 50 days 

after Easter, has long been one of the “big three” for Christ's people. 

Pentecost will be the second of the “Big three” that we have not been 

able to meet at the church because of Covid-19. I pray that the 

pandemic will be over before Christmas.  

 

Perhaps it is because Pentecost is the “Birthday of the Church”. Or 

maybe because it is when we see the third person of the Trinity – the 

Holy Spirit - in her most visible demonstration of power. Or maybe it's 

because the ancient Jews celebrated three major festivals, too... Rosh 

Hashanah (the New Year), the Passover Feast, and one less known to us 

modern Christians, the “Feast of Tabernacles” or “Booths”. 

 

It was this third feast, this one of the three pilgrimage feasts, that 

brought many observant Jews from all over the world to Jerusalem on 

the original Christian day of Pentecost. What a perfect occasion for the 

Holy Spirit to pour out her Living Waters and for the gospel to be 

spread and shared with many nations. 

 

Our Gospel reading today from John tells about Jesus celebrating on 

this Feast Day, a year before the events of the passion. But it was more 

than just a day. 

 

Actually, the feast of Tabernacles would last 8 days, and included a 

number of ceremonies and traditions. It was a harvest feast, in some 

ways similar to our own Thanksgiving. During the feast, participants 



were to live and eat in tents, or booths – temporary dwellings. This 

would remind them of their forefather's wilderness wanderings.  

It would perhaps also remind them to be thankful for the permanent 

land and yearly cycle of agriculture they now enjoyed. And maybe also 

to show how this earth itself is a temporary dwelling, compared to our 

eternal home in heaven. 

 

Among the interesting aspects of this festival, were the important 

connections to water. During the feast, a priest would draw water with 

a golden pitcher and pour it on the altar. And the final day – the day on 

which Jesus spoke – was called, “the Festival of Living Water”. On it, the 

people would pray for rain to come and water the land for next year's 

crops to grow too. 

 

So it's no accident that on the “Festival of Living Water” Jesus says HE 

will give the living waters – and John says that the water he spoke of is 

the Holy Spirit. Waters that have little to do with agriculture and 

harvest, but waters much more important for quenching the spiritual 

thirst of all people. Waters which refresh us, and make us refreshing to 

others.  

 

Consider for a few moments, the words of Jesus on the “Festival of 

Living Water”. 

 

“Let all who thirst come to me.” 

 

Do you thirst? I don't mean do you need a tall glass of water or a bottle 

of Gatorade. I mean do you thirst? Do you recognize, spiritually, that 

you are parched and dry and in need of something to refresh you? Like 

the dry ground of the Israelite farmers, are you in need of softening up, 



so that the seed can take root? 

 

Jesus isn't speaking here of the thirsts of our sinful nature – the 

passions of the flesh. He means the thirst for righteousness that comes 

when a soul knows its sin. Like Peter's hearers on that first day of 

Pentecost, who were “cut to the heart” and asked, “what shall we then 

do?” 

I remember one time before I was a priest I was sitting in church and 

when it came time for the Eucharist, I wanted to jump my place in the 

line; I was so thirsty for the Eucharist that I wanted to be the first to 

take communion. Of course, I waited for my turn but I know what the 

thirst Jesus talks about today is like. 

 

So do you know your sin? Do you feel the weight of your conscience for 

the wrongs you have done? Do you see the law you have broken and 

the consequences that follow? Can you see through your 

rationalizations and excuses like God does? What about that nagging 

voice of the law bearing down on you, that pointing finger that shows 

all your faults and flaws? Do you thirst for righteousness? 

 

Or do you thirst from hurt? Do your own sins and the sins of those 

around you bring pain and suffering that seem unbearable? Do you just 

wish it would all go away? Are you thirsting for a better time, a light at 

the end of the tunnel? Hope in the midst of hopelessness? An oasis in 

the hot scorching desert? More than anything else I thirst that Covid-19 

to go away. 

 

“Let all who thirst come to me and drink.” Jesus is the only one to 

quench the thirst. We can't do it ourselves. But his blood shed at the 

cross gives us life, even as he gives it to us to drink in the sacrament. His 



baptismal waters wash away sin, not just back then, but even now, and 

we are refreshed.  

Jesus is all about forgiving, refreshing, renewing and giving life. And he 

does it, also, by sending his Holy Spirit. 

 

Today we mark and remember that living water which washed away 

your sins in Holy Baptism. This isn't so much a day recognizing all the 

great things you've learned about your faith in the last couple years. It's 

not even mostly about your opportunity to state your faith publicly.  

 

Notice this, though. When Jesus speaks of us, who believe in him, after 

our thirst is quenched, and we have received the spirit.... Notice what 

he says... “of his heart will flow rivers of living water”. Will... not should 

or may or must. It simply will happen. 

 

Sometimes we get the idea that to really, truly, be a Christian, we must 

do this work or that work – we must give our offerings and give more, 

or we must go to church every Sunday or help old ladies across the 

street. Or even the idea that we must constantly evangelize the world, 

personally. 

 

But Jesus doesn't say must or shalt or even, “would you please?” He 

simply says what happens with the believer. Those who have received 

the living water, now have the Spirit's water flowing from their hearts. 

And so, the flood of his blessings becomes a rising tide washing over 

more and more who believe in Christ and are saved.  

 

You may not recognize, ever, how and when it happens – that those 

waters flow from you. But it's not our job to go around measuring such 



things. Ours is to believe in him and live according to that word. How 

will the Spirit flow from you?  

You may never know how and where and when, but he will. God will 

use you as he sees fit, to bring others those living waters. 

Next Sunday, the 7th, the Rev Paul Bennett will be at St. Luke’s to assist 

with our worship service. Rev. Paul will be ordained a deacon on the 6th 

and be at St. Luke’s the very next day. He has chosen St. Luke’s to serve 

the first time as an ordained person. I am looking forward to seeing him 

and congratulating him on fulfilling the call God placed within him. 

On this day of Pentecost, this feast of Tabernacles, this festival of Living 

Waters, consider the Living Water that quenches our thirst – our 

spiritual thirst for righteousness and hope. That water which also flows 

from each of us – as we trust in Christ through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Be thankful for this great flood of blessings, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, for we are baptized, and we believe in him. 

Amen.  

 


