
Here is the current prayer list from July. Please let me know any updates to be made to 
it.  
Nina, Gail, Jill, Judy T., Carol, Becky, Bob & Lynn, Cole, Barb, Nate, Chuck, Kima, 
Gene, Beverly, Mitchell, Tammy  
(Becky I have your requests) 
 
We have begun sending out the  Day by Day devotional daily via email.  
 
Wednesday Prayer will be live for every Wednesday in August at 7pm from the church 
Facebook page. 
 
Morning Prayer will be live from the church Facebook page this Sunday August 9, 2020 
at 10:30am 
 
Happy Birthday this week to Sandia Sommer, Brenda Schultheis, Mike Reifer and 
Sarah Bennett! 
 
Happy Anniversary this week to Charlie and Jhie sommer! 
 

The Collect 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 

who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the 

story of the family of Jacob.  

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper 

to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to 

their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son 

of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that 

their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably 

to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, 

“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He 

answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with 

the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.  



He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What 

are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing 

the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ 

So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and 

before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes 

this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that 

a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when 

Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben 

said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on 

him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph 

came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and 

they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.  

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 

Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our 

own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph 

up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they 

took Joseph to Egypt.  

The Response 

Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b 

Confitemini Domino 

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 

continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 



6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

O children of Jacob his chosen. 

16 Then he called for a famine in the land * 

and destroyed the supply of bread. 

17 He sent a man before them, * 

Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

18 They bruised his feet in fetters; * 

his neck they put in an iron collar. 

19 Until his prediction came to pass, * 

the word of the Lord tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him; * 

the ruler of the peoples set him free. 

21 He set him as a master over his household, 

as a ruler over all his possessions, 

22 To instruct his princes according to his will 

and to teach his elders wisdom. 

45 Hallelujah! 

Old Testament 

1 Kings 19:9-18 

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of 

the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been 

very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.”  

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” 

Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 



fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 

mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 

said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, 

the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 

as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 

your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes 

from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 

that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  

The Epistle 

Romans 10:5-15 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 

“The word is near you,  

on your lips and in your heart”  

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 

one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 

him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!”  

The Gospel 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed 

the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far 

from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward 

them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, 



“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 

heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 

of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

Daily Morning Prayer: August 9, 2020 
Rite Two 

Officiate: James Wright; Reader: James Wright  

Priest: Gene Sheppard 

At any Time  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord  
Jesus Christ.    Philippians 1:2 

The following Confession of Sin may then be said; or the Office may  
continue at once with "Lord, open our lips." 

Confession of Sin 

The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  



We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Except in Lent, add    Alleluia.  

Then follows one of the Invitatory Psalms, Venite or Jubilate. 

One of the following Antiphons may be sung or said with the Invitatory  
Psalm 

Jubilate      Psalm 100  



Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

Then follows 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

The Lessons 

Old Testament 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land 

of Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob.  

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his 

brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s 

wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now 

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was 

the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 



But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And 

Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at 

Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 

So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with 

the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of 

Hebron.  

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the 

man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” 

he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man 

said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to 

Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 

They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they 

conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this 

dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; 

then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see 

what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he 

delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 

Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 

wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of 

their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his 

brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he 

wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; 

there was no water in it.  

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, 

and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his 

brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, 

for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When 

some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out 



of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 

And they took Joseph to Egypt.  

After each Lesson the Reader may say 
 

The Word of 
the Lord. 

People Thanks be to 
God. 

Or the Reader may say    Here ends the Lesson (Reading).  

13    A Song of Praise    Benedictus es, Domine  
          Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34  

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *  
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you.  
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *  
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *  
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.  
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

The Epistle 

Romans 10:5-15 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 

“the person who does these things will live by them.” But the 

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 



‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or 

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

dead). But what does it say? 

“The word is near you,  

on your lips and in your heart”  

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with 

your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so 

is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 

all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 

how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are 

they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  
 

The Word of 
the Lord. 

People Thanks be to 
God. 

Or the Reader may say    Here ends the Lesson (Reading).  

16    The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus 
          Luke 1: 68-79  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *  
    he has come to his people and set them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  
    born of the house of his servant David.  



Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, *  
    from the hands of all who hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
    and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear, *  
    holy and righteous in his sight  
    all the days of our life.  

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation *  
    by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God *  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the  
                             shadow of death, *  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Gospel 

Sermon: Rev. Gene Sheppard 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 

side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the 

waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early 

in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 



ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them 

and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the 

strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 

him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they 

got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 



The People stand or kneel  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then follows the Suffrage 

        B  

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you.  



V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 

The Collect of the Day  

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things 

that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be 

enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays  

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen.  

A Collect for Peace  

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend  
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that  
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

A Collect for Grace  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have  
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your  
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome  
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of  
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



A Collect for Guidance  

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole  
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:  
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before  
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their  
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;  
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  



by giving up ourselves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14  

 

 
 

We take a lot of things for granted. Sometimes we take our 
families for granted. Wives, do you ever feel like your husbands 
take you for granted? Husbands do you ever feel like our wives 
take you for granted? Sometimes children take for granted the 
support and protection of their parents until they are out on their 



own. Sometimes parents take their children for granted until they 
are out of the house. 

Some things we just live with day in and day out. And after a while 
we just assume that they will always be there. We take them for 
granted. We stop seeing the beauty in them and miss the joy of 
them. Isn’t that why people who have a near death experience 
often come out of it with a new appreciation for life? They had 
taken things for granted and when they came close to losing it all 
then began to see the beauty in life again. 

Sometimes we Christians do that with our faith. This is especially 
true of people who were raised in the church. We have grown so 
accustomed to our faith we fail to appreciate its beauty. We 
simply take it for granted. 

In the letter to the Romans Paul reminds the Christians in Rome 
about the basics of the Christian faith. These people were already 
Christians. Some of them had been Jews who grew up in homes 
of faith practicing the laws of Moses. Others had lived their whole 
lives worshipping the Greek and Roman gods. But they all knew 
the truth, yet Paul reminded them of it. So today, I want to remind 
us of a few things that we may be taking for granted. 

One of the things we take for granted is our access to God. Paul 
wrote, “But the righteousness based on faith says, do not say in 
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ 
down), or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead).”  

Paul was trained as a Pharisee. And as a Pharisee he thought 
that righteousness before God was achieved by keeping all the 
commandments. And that was a full time job. 

But Christianity teaches something completely different. Instead 
of us having to achieve righteousness, our faith is that it is given 



to us as a gift of grace. We do not have to climb to heaven to 
reach God. He came to us. 

Most Christians take that for granted. They know that they can 
turn to God at any time. You don’t have to go to a far away temple 
or make a sacrifice or go through an elaborate ritual to reach God. 
You can simply say a prayer. Because God came to us in Christ 
we have access to God. Most Christians take that for granted, to 
the point that they don’t even bother to pray until they are in 
trouble. 

We also take for granted the gift of salvation. Paul wrote, “If you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Salvation 
is so simple! God doesn’t require that we pass any theology tests 
or perform any great tasks. All God asks of us is to confess and 
believe in Jesus. 

We Christians take that simplicity for granted. We try to make it 
harder than it is. Sometimes we add rituals and try to make them 
requirements. Rituals like baptism and confirmation are wonderful 
ways to celebrate and express the new life we have in Christ. But 
I believe they are not requirements. 

Just consider the possibilities. God gave his only son to die for us. 
God could ask any price to receive the salvation Jesus paid for on 
the cross. But he gave it to us as a gift! Grace is truly amazing but 
we take it for granted! 

We also take for granted the Joy of our faith. God came to us! 
And through faith in Christ we can know God. That is a joyful 
thing. Problem is that most Christians forget that Joy! 

We Christians have something to shout about! “Every one who 
calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” That means you 
and me. We should be excited about that! 



But what about those who don’t know these things? We take them 
for granted. But there are some people in this world who don’t 
know about it. They don’t know that God came to them and they 
think that they have to climb up to God. They think they have to 
raise themselves out of the pits of life. They don’t know that all 
they have to do is confess and believe in Jesus, so they have 
never done it. 

And we think “well everybody knows that!” We take that 
knowledge for granted. How can they know if no one has told 
them? We have been told and believed. How can they believe in 
Jesus if they are not told about Jesus? 

But that is not all. How can they be told if no one goes to them to 
tell them? Don’t take for granted that someone else will tell them. 
Every single one of us has that responsibility. Don’t take the Joy 
of salvation for granted. Share it with a world that has never heard 
of these things that you know by faith! 

Amen! 

 

 


